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BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


FOR 1890 AND 1891. 


To His Excelleency John M. Stone, Governor of the State of Mis- 
Sissippi : . 
During the past two years the work of our State Board 

of Health has, most fortunately for all interests, been lim- 
ited to routine duty. T 
. No conditions of exigency have appealed to us, and no 
‘epidemic has afflicted us as a people, except influenza. This 
prevailed during the past two winters in comparatively 
moderate severity, and with a minimum of mortality. We 
accepted it as a very old cosmopolite, with a genesis and 
medium of propagation defiant of sanitary law, and no or- 
ganized effort was made to subject it to the dominion of 
preventive medicine, 


QUARANTINE. 


We point with satisfaction to the service of our Gulf 
Coast Quarantine Inspection, and that of the auxilliary 
Health Boards of Jackson, Harrison and Hancock counties. 
This has been without flaw or material friction, and has 
yielded our State an absolute exemption from the dreaded 
exotic scourge, yellow fever. This alone would justify the 
existence of “ State Medicine," and amply compensate for its 
maintenance. But repelling the invasion of the epidemics 
is but a small part of the 


AIMS AND POTENTIALITIES 


of the State Board of Health. We fully recognize that the 
science of medicine is essentially the science of health; 
that its requirements go far beyond the art of diagnosing 
disease and prescribing remedies; that its votaries would 
reiain their most important duties if every drug in the 
pharmacopeia were to become extinct; that (to quote the 
late president, Dr. J. M. Taylor), “ there are many agencies 
constantly and silently at work everywhere, causing sick- 
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ness and death at all seasons, and in all ranks of society, 
which might and should be prevented; and that the total loss 
from these causes is for greater than that from all epidemics 
combined.” The law creating the State : of Health 
attempts provision for this hy authorizing the appointment 
of a | 


CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER 


for each county, a8 supplemental and auxilliary to the State 
Board. His duties-are broadly, yet clearly defined, while 
his compensation is vaguely relegated to the * retrenching ” 
qualifications of county supervisors. 

The projectors and organizers of the Health Department 
designed that the county health officer should should be a 
most valuable adjunet to their impersonal aud purely phil- 
anthropic aims—a sleepless sentinel and ever-present moni- 
tor; and, far more than this, an ever-radiating center of ed- 
ucation in the grand departments of sanitation and hygiene, 
now recognized as a sine qua non to the weal of all civilized 
communities. 

It is mortifying to note that many County Supervisors 
have failed to share this praiseworthy design, asis evidenced 
by their fixing a compensation for this service which could 
only be accepted as a gibe or a sneer. 

It is needless to add any testimonial to the beneficence of 
“The Law to Regulate the Practice of Medicine in the State.” 
As far as can be known, it has the unqualified support of 
every one except the Pretender and his Dupes. 

It has not only directly improved the tone and quality of 
the medical service proffered our citizens, but, remotely, 
with the aid of similar laws in other States, it is gradually 
forcing medical schools out of the ruts of selfish expediency, 
into the adoption of standards of education at which en- 
lightened humanity may not shudder. 

The medical censors have adopted a uniform series of 
questions for examinations in the several districts, thus se- 
curing equality of test and standard throughout the State. 

The subject of 


VITAL AND MORTUARY STATISTICS 


should be ever held before us until some sure and accurate 
system for their collection is devised and enforced. 

_It may not be inappropriate here to refer to the contem- 
plated change of method of constructing the State Board of 
Health. And it is most gratifying to know that so impor- 
tant a subject has been receiving the earnest consideration - 
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of our wisest law-makers and most advanced thinkers,whose 
aim and purpose could only be to enlarge and strengthen 
the utility of our Health Department. 

With this will be submitted reports from the chief health 
officers of counties—at least such of them as have survived 
the mistaken zeal of county supervisors. 

You will also receive a report giving full details of the op- 
erations of this Board, from its able Secretary, whose official 
work, in scope and efficiency, can justly challenge compari- 
son with that of any office in the land. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. M. GREENE, M. D., 
President State Board of Health. 
ABERDEEN, Mrss., December 17th, 1891. 


MINUTES, 1890. 


JACKSON, Miss., April 15, 1890. 


At a meeting of the State Board of Health held this day 


there were present: 


Drs. Kittrell, Wright, Sexton, Dancy, 


Greene, Lowry, Howard, Hunter and Johnston. 

In the absence of Dr. Taylor, President, on motion of Dr. 
Wright, Dr. Dancy was elected President pro tem. 

On motion of Dr. Kittrell, the Board proceeded to the 
nomination of Chief Health Officers of Counties, which re- 


sulted as follows: 


Adams....... Dr. L. E. Profilet....... Natchez. 

Amite ........ Dr. C. H. Bates....... Bates’ Mill. 
Attala........ Dr. Coleman........... Kosciusko. 
Benton........ Dr. T. J. Jackson....... Michigan City. 
Bolivar ....... Dr. J. E. Halbert....... Mound Landing. 
Carroll....... Dr. G W. Vassar....... Carrollton. 


Claiborne..... Dr. W. D. Redus...,... Port Gibson. 
Clarke........ Dr. Basil George....... Enterprise. 
Clay ouo baa Dr. J. B. Gresham,..... West Point. 
Coahoma ..... Dr. W. W. Stuart..... . Clarksdale. 
Copiah .......Dr. G. W. Purnell...... Hazlehurst. 
Covington ....Dr. Alex Fairley.. .... Mount Olive. 
DeSoto... ... Dr. T. M. Jones........ Hernando. 
Franklin...... Dr. Dodds............. 

Grenada ...... Dr. G. W. Trimble..... Grenada. 
Hancock...... Dr. J. A. Mead......... Pearlington. 
Harrison...... Dr. Turner............ Bay St. Louis. 
Hinds ........ Dr. G. K. Harrington. : .Jackson. 
Issaquena..... Dr. F. M. Halbert...... .Bkipwith's Landing. 
Jackson ...... Dr. E. F. Griffin........ Moss Point. 
Jefferson...... Dr. A. K. MeNair...... Fayette. 
Jones......... Dr. 8. O. Smith........ Ellisville. 
Kemper ...... Dr. W. H. Lipscomb ...Scooba. 
Lafayette ..... Dr. J. T. Chandler...... Oxford 
Lawrence..... Dr. J. A. Rowan........ Silver Creek. 
Leake....... "Dr. B. W. Ward ....... Carthage. 
MC Ohi inde Reis Dr. J. M 


. J. H. Murfee....... Okolona. 


. Hoyle........ Tupelo. 
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Leflore........ Dr. T. M. Henderson... Greenwood. 
Linoeoln........ Dr. Jno. W. Johnson... . Brookhaven. 
Lowndes...... Dr. B. A. Vaughan..... Columbus. 
Madison ...... Dr. C. 8. ETISSMy. (oda Canton. 
Marion........ Dr. T. B. Bord... s Columbia. 
Marshall ......Dr. 8. C. Gholson. iie . Holly Springs. 
Montgomery... Dr. McLean ,.......... Winona, 
Newton... 2... Dr. J. J. Haralson.. . . Conchatta. 
Noxubee...... Dr. H. A. Minor....... Macon. 
Oktibbeha ....Dr. W. N. Ames ....... Starkville. 
PURO icd dn Dr. O. B. Quinn ....... McComb City. ' 
Pontotoc.«....Dr. M. R. Fontaine..... Pontotoc. 
Prentiss ..,...Dr. D. T. Price........ Booneville. 
Rankin....... Dr. W. H. White..... . Brandon. 
Scott......... Dr. H. H. Haralson .... Forest. 
Simpson...... Dr. D. MeCallum ...... Westville. 
Smith ....... Dr.W.H. Ib. e. Sylvarena; 
Tallahatchie...Dr. J. R. Crow......... Charleston. 
I ate ii eie Dr. J. L: Roseborough. .Senatobia. 
Tippah........ Dr. E. N. Hunt... .... Ripley. 
Tishomingo ... Dr. Carmack....... .. . Iuka. 
Tunica........ Dr. M. J. Alexander... . Austin. 
Union ........ Dr, F. W. Cullens...... Wallerville. 
Warren ....... Dr. J. W. King......... Vicksburg. 
Wilkinson.....Dr. E. L. McGehee..... Woodville. 
Yalobusha ... .. Dr. H. A. Gant......... Water Valley. 
Yazoo.........Dr. Blundell .......... Yazoo City. 


The following Board of Health was nominated for Jackson 
county: S. S. Henry, J. W. Stewart’ Dr. W. A. Cox, Chas. 
Boster and Geo. W. Davis. 


Dr. E. F. Griffin was nominated for Quarantine Physician 
at the port of Pascagoula. 

On motion of Dr. Johnston it was decided to commence 
quarantine at the port of Pascagoula on May Ist. 

The following Board of Health was nominated for Han- 
cock county: Dr. A. P. Champlin, D. B. Seal, John Poite- 
vent, Dr. J. A. Mead and D. Carver. 

On motion of Dr. Wright the nomination of a Board of 
Health for Harrison county was referred to the Executive 
Committee. | 

On motion, Dr. A. P. Champlin was nominated as Quaran- 
tine Physician at the Ship Island station for the ensuing 
season. 

On motion of Dr. Wright his salary was fixed at $250 per 
month. 

On motion of Dr. Kittrell the usual number of employees 
were allowed the Ship Island Quarantine Station. 


e 
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The Secretary submitted a letter from Dr. E. F. Grifün 
Chief Health Officer of Jackson county, reporting a case of 
leprosy at Scranton. 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to write ‘to the 
board of supervisors, as the patient appears to be a pauper, 
and if possible induce them to isolate and provide for the 
case. 

The Board proceeded to elect a President for the ensuing 
year, whereupon Dr. J. M. Greene was unanimously elected, 

The following Executive Committee was elected for the 
ensuing year: Drs. Sexton, Hunter and Johnston. Dr. John- 
ston designated as chairman. 

On motion, the Board adjourned. 


Jaoxson, Miss., April 16, 1890. 


The Board met at1l0 a.m. Present: Drs. Lowry, Kittrell, 
Toombs, Dancy, Wright, Howard and Johnston. 

In the absence of Dr. Greene, President, Dr. Dancy was 
called to the chair. 

The following bills of members for expenses and per diem 
were allowed; Dr. Lowry, $17.80; Dr. Howard, $18.60; 
Dr. Greene, $26.40; Dr. Kittrell, $28.90 ; Dr. Sexton, $8.20; 
Dr. Wright, $30.80; Dr. Dancy, $26.50; Dr. Toombs, $28.00 ; 
Dr. Hunter, $3.00. i 

On motion, the Board adjourned. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES IN 1890. 


POSTAGE, EXPRESSAGE AND TELEGRAMS (CONTINGENT FUND.) 


1890. Dr. 
Nov. 8—To amount from Auditor............. $ 658 30 
1890. Cr. 
By amount due Secretary of State Board 
of Health on 1889............. . .$ 11 35 
Jan.. 14—By postoffice box rent for quarter end-  : 
; ing March 3L... oer rs 2 00 
23 - By telegram sent................ see 80 


March 8—By expressage on money sent James 
Smith, Scranton, Miss.............. 20 


April 


May 


June 


July 


Aug. 
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5—By postoffice box rent for quarter end- 
mo JONG 90... coeseres er enis «bests 
10—By postage stamps ............ eese 
26—By telegram sent............. Nep ek 
27—By telegram received................ 
28 ——By telegrams received ................ 
29.—By telegrams sent................. : 
80— By telegrams received................ 
1—By telegram sent ...... ......... ese 
3—By telegram sent.............. cree oe 
5—By telegram sent................ eee 
7—By postage stamps............02es eee 


18—By telegram 8ent................. eee 
12— By telegram received.. .............. 
28—By expressage on money sent to Dr. A. 
Parker Champlin, for Ship Island 
Quarantine Station................. 

7—By postoffice box rent for quarter end- 
ing September 30............. suse 

26— By oxpressage on money sent to Dr. A. 
Parker Champlin for Ship Island 
Quarantine Station................ 

9—By telegram sent.........-.. cee eeeee 
10—By telegram sent.... ......... rp 
11—By telegrams sent.............«.. e... 
12—By telegrams sent and received. . VES 
18 —By telegram sent.....:.......... ses 
22 ——By expressage on money sent to I. L. 
Lyons & Co., New Orleans, and to Dr. 

A. P. Champlin, for Ship Island,Quar- 


antine Station........2.5200. seee 

Oct. | 8— By postoffice box rent for quarter end- 
ing December 81.................. 

6—By expressage on money sent to I. L. 

Lyons & Co., New Orleans, and Dr. 

A.P. Champlin, for Ship Island Quar- 
antine’Station...... e. oo was eens 

14—By postage stamps................... 
28—By telegrams sent......... ......... 
$ 

FOR QUARANTINE PURPOSES. 
1890. Dr. 

Feb. 20—To amount from Auditor.............. $ 
July 26—To amount from Auditor......... .... 


b) 


MO Rm 


nm 


58 


28 
20 


48 
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1890. Or. 


Feb. 20*—By bill of James Smith, storage of quar- 
antine property at Seranton, from 
Nov. 1, 1888, to December 31, 1889..8 28 00 
July 26—By bill of M. A. Cragin, for storage of 
quarantine property at State Line, 
from November 18, 1888, to July, 1889. 20 00 


M € — — 


$ 48 00 
*The Auditor has this date February 19. 
FOR PREVENTION OF SMALL-POX. - 
1890. DR. 
Aug. 22. To amount from Auditor ............. $ 10 OF 
Oct. 6—To amount from Auditor ,..... ....... 10 15 
Tolal 2 ease. d Ebk REA wees ..8 20 22 
1890, , Cr. 
Aug. 22— By bill I. L. Lyons & Co., for 100 
' points vaccine virus... ............ $ 10 07 
Oct.  6— By bill, I. L. Lyons & Co., for 100 
points virus, postage and insurance .. 10 15 
jii D — ee ee a S $ 20 22 
FOR SHIP ISLAND QUARANTINE STATION. — - 
1890. Dr. 
To amount received from Dr. A. P. 
Champlain, Quarantine Physician, 
fees collected at the Ship Island 
Quarantine Station...... PORE dons $ 388 85 
*May 31— To amount from Auditor ........... 118 08 
TJune 28—To amount from Auditor ...... m 450 70 
July 26—To amount from Auditor ........... 490 40 
26 —To amount from Auditor .,........ : 86 75 
Aug. 22— To amount from Auditor .......... 429 57 
[Oot. 6—To amount from Auditor ........... 425 00 
[Oect. 6—To amount from Auditor ........... 16 95 


* The Auditor has this date May 3oth. 
f The Auditor has this date June 27th. 
t The Auditor has these dates October 4th, 
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Nov. 3—To amount from Auditor ........... 426 00 
Dec. 81—To amount from Auditor ........... 447 25 
Toti]. oreretarra orara $ 2,874 55 
1890. Cr. 

Jan. 7—By amount paid into State Treasury, 

fees collected atthe station ....... $ 33 85 
May 381—By bill of Alex. Horn, for one cypress 

BEI Loose co ba sus sata esis 15 00 

81—By bill of I. L, Lyons & Oo., for dis- 
infectants, alcohol and sponge..... 108 08 

June 28— By bill of C. F. Theobald; for yellow 
rints for quarantine flags ........ 1 65 


28—By bill of steamer Evangeline, for : 
transportation of mail and supplies ` 
for month of May................ 60 00 
28—By bill of William Thompson, for 1 
month’s services as boatman, to 


SUNG Sood ae EVER E e pace aca 30 00 
28 ——By bill of F. W. Eaton, for 1 month's 
services as fumigator, to June 4.... 30 00 


28 ——By bill of A. Parker Champlin, for 
1 month's services as Quarantine : 
Physician, for boarding three men 
' and for expenses, to June 4 ....... 829 05 
July 26—By bill of Christopher Jonca for 1 
month's services as boatman, to 


DUNG vcre 80 00 
26—By bill of R. J. Grady, for freight paid 
&nd drayage on brimstone ........ 2 90 


26—By bill of Dr. A. Parker Champlin, 

for services as Quarantine Physician 

for month ending with July 4, and 

for boarding three men. ..... €— 295 00 
26.—By bill of William Thompson, for ser- 

vices as boatman for month ending 


with July 4. detenta 30 00 
26—By bill of F. W. Haton, for services as 
fumigator for month of June...... 30 00 


26—By bill of steamer Hvangeline for 

transportation of mail and supplies 

for month ending July 4.......... 60 00 
26—By bill of Christopher Jonca, for ser- 

vices a8 boatman for month ending . 

with July Eror sti awe eG sateen 30 00 
26—By bill of I. L. Lyons & Oo., for brim- 

BLONG oso RUE EY SE wend ex 36 75 


12 


July 


Aug. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


MINUTES OF THE 


26—By bill of A. Gerdes & Bro., for mak- 
ing boat sail, vcd ci sacascccans cons 
22—By bill of Christopher Jonoa, for ser- 
vices as boatman for one month 
ending August 6...... 0.0.0... cee 
22—By bill of F. W. Eaton, for services as 
fumigator for one month, ending 
AUGUST orior esT Mees seas 
22— By bill of William Thompson, for ser- 
vices as boatman for one month, 
ending August 5,.... ..eeeee cues 
22— By bill of Dr. A. Parker Champlin, for 
services as Quarantine Physician 
for one month, ending August 5, for 
boarding 3 men and for expenses. , 
22— By bill of Peter Eskald, for transpor- 
tation of supplies and mail from 
July 5 to August 5..........uuuu. 
6—By bill of I. L. Lyons & Co. for 
brimstone.. csv Vra e s 
6—By bill of Dr. A. Parker Champlin, 
for services as Quarantine Physician 
for month ending September 4, and 
for board of 8 men, .......... LLL. 
6—By bill of Wm. Thompson, for ser- 
vices as boatman, for month ending 
September $ sis cece eset erra 
6—By bill of Fred W, Eaton, for services 
as fumigator for month ending Sep- 
tember dieci. e PA e nd 
6— By bill of. Peter Eskald, for carrying 
mail and supplies for month ending 
Bóptember 4 rosca usu pese rs 
6—By bill of Christopher Jonca, for ser- 
vices n8 boatman for month ending 
September 4 .............ssseee 
4—By bill of Peter Eskald, for carrying 
mail and supplies for month ending 
October Sie oce oe as kho 
4— By bill of Fred. W. Eaton, for services 
as fumigator for month ending Oc- 
LOD OD E vo idee ag eae wee 
4—9By bill of Wm. Thompson for services 
as boatman for month ending Octo- 
Del T 
4— By bill of Christopher Jonea, for ser- 
vices as boatman for month ending 
e o e E E es 


12 50 
80 00 
80 00 


80 00 


299 57 
40 00 
16 95 

295 00 
80 00 
30 00 
40 00 
80 00 
40 00 
80 00 
30 00 


80 00 
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Nov. 4—By bill of Dr. A. Parker Champlin, 
for services as Quarantine Physician 
for month ending October 4, for 
boarding 8 men and for flag forsta- 
HOD Nicolae inden Ga wie dn Gusts ae 296 00 
Dec. 81—By bill of Dr. A. Parker Champlin, 
for services as Quarantine Physician 
for month ending November 4, for 
board of 8 men and for expenses.. 817 25 
31— By bill of Wm. Thompson, for services 
i as boatman for month ending No- 
VORDOP- E E TE E TES 30 00 
81—By bill of P. H. Champlin, for ser- 
vices a8 fumigator for month ending 
November 4. cocus is ooa Ra o 80 00 
81— By bill of Christopher Jonca, for ser- - 
vices as boatman for month nies 
November 4 ................... 80 00 
81— By bill of Peter Eskald, for carrying 
mail and supplies from October 4 to 
November 5 occse errre 40 00 


$2,874 55 


AMOUNT FURNISHED JACKSON OOUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 


(Under the provisions of an Act supplementary to an Act to 
amend the statutes in regard to Boards of Health, ap- 


proved February 28, en 


1890. 
May OP uneneen RA dot eee ebd es $ 600 00 
AUP cies Statute IRTEE Di Tm 1,000 00 
Total...... cds RITU iN EE $ 1,500 00 


EXPENSES OF MEMBERS AND THEIR PER DIEM IN AT- 
TENDING MEETING. 


MEETING ON APRIL 16 AT JACKSON. 


M.S DOW? a epis Ea ex ss om AE UE, 
R. E. Howard,............. . Tm 18 60 


*The Auditor has this date May 30. 
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JM. Greeholhoveekcesi e PERI AUR Nd rad eR ORS 26 40 
B. F. Kittrell ues eR PX AI SE e 28 90 
L. Sexton ........ uie a iine eee ee iuis 8 90 
John Wxlgbht.:: 2212291 544 p XVII E RS 80 80 
RW. DAnOy. sev r E xA a9 T 26 50 
R. S8. Toombs ..... ....ssse DOT gr wing EIE vas 28 00 
John F. Hunter 22:22 del x eine. rs 8 00 

Total. evszepte greasa eee ern e on eve in sear $ 188 20 
SEORETARY’S SALARY... sse cece eee EE .$ 800 00 
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186900 


ADAMS COUNTY, 
REPORT OF DR. L.-E. PROFILET, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In compliance with one of my duties as Chief Health 
Officer of Adams county, I have the honor to submit the 
following report of matters pertaining to its sanitary con- 
dition for the year ending September 80th. The past winter 
was an unusually mild one, the ice being observed only 
twice, once in December and once in January, the thermom- 
eter only once indicating as low as 80? F. I don't say it 
was the mildest winter ever known here, but it was the 
mildest within my recollection. There was nothing partic- 
ularly noticeable in a sanitary point of view, except the 
invasion of the “ Grippe" or influenza, a few cases of which 
developed in January,but did not become general until 
February, when the disease became general and more de- 
fined in character, removing the doubts of tho most skep- 
tical as to its being only an ordinary influenza such as often 
prevails in this climate at that season of the year. It reached 
its greatest intensity during February and March; some 
cases were quite severe, accompanied .by excruciating pains 
and a troublesome cough, together with pneumonia. The 
incipient coryza was a prominent symptom in a large pro- 
portion of those affected, while in many it was entirely 
wanting, while the other features of the case left no room 
for doubt as to the character of the disease. Other cases, 
by the symptoms snd course, reminded one forcibly of 
Denguo, and I myself heard not a few of the laity express 
the firm belief that it’s “nothing else but dangue.” There 
were other notable features about the disease; one espec- 
ially was its course. There are two Catholic Orphan Asy- 
lums in Natchez, one for girls and one for boys. As I am the 
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physician for both, I have every opportunity for being fully 
cognizant of all the facts. In St. Mary’s asylum, under the 
charge of the Sisters of Charity, about, sixty of the girls 
had La Grippe out of seventy, and three of the sisters had 
the disease ; while at the boys’ asylum, not one boy was 
affected, and only one of the brothers. Apparently they 
were all exposed to the same influences. There was but 
one death reported, and that induced by the complication 
which developed pneumonia, but I have known of sequela 
in several persons which could reasonably be traced to an 
attack of “ La Grippe." 

There have been also, during the year, cases of diphtheria, 
whooping cough, tpyhoid fever, and a mild epidemic ot 
measels. Typhoid has prevailed, more or less, during the 
whole year. The type generally has been mild, though a 
good many deaths have been reported. From the best infor- 
mation I can obtain, the disease has been general through- 
out the country; it has prevailed in every city from which I 
have heard. Y 

At present there is little sickness in the county, though 
occasional cases of typhoid are reported. 

I am pleased to report that our Honorable Board of 
Supervisors has concluded to erecta new jail a want long 
needed, and urged by myself for along time. The contract 
has been concluded, and for a jail that will cost twenty-five 
thousand dollars, and is positively to be commenced in 
March and finished in three months. A great many needed 
improvements are contemplated, and among others are sani- 
tary improvements and a special apartment for the better 
care of the poor, unfortunate lunatics, at times unavoidably 
confined in the county jail. The present jail has always 
been kept in as cleanly a condition as circumstances allowed 
and no inhumanity has been practiced upon the prisoners. 
In evidence of my statement I note the fact that while theo- 
retically from sanitary principles, the jail should be an 
unhealthy place, in reality there there has been compara- 
tively little sickness; there have been two deaths, however, 
recently, both from typhoid fever; still it did not originate 
in the jail, as the first case was a man sent here from 
another.county for safe-keeping by the judge, as threats of 
lynch had been made. He evidently had the disease when 
he came, as he died of the disease not long after. When he 
first came, the jailor, noi suspecting the nature of his 
trouble, placed another in his cell to sleep with him.- He, 
too, soon after died of typhoid fever. They were the only 
deaths during the year, and the only cases of typhoid I 
have ever'known in the jail. I had the place disinfected 
as completely as possible, and no other cases have since 
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developed. ‘The last case died on the 2nd day of August, 
1890. 


-AMITR COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. 0, H. BATES, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I hereby tender you my annual report for Amite County, 
ending September 80th, 1890. 

The late census returns give the county a population of 
18,184. 

The amount of sickness from all Causes during the year 
was abeut the same as the average during previous years, 
though the mortality greatly exceeded that of several years 
past and even reached a high record, which was due entirely 
to the diseases of children during the heated term of summer: 
and early fall. 7 

The first sickness for the year requiring special mention 
was Grip, which appeared the latter part of December and 
continued on’till spring. It was not a respecter of persons, 
habits or vocations, but continued to attack until it might 
be truly said from first to last almost the entire population 
sickened. 

Though with few exceptions. our people: were stricken 
with Grip, we had but few deaths and most of those few were 
complicated with pneumonia or from aged people otherwise 
maimed and diseased. 

Owing to the extremely mild and dry winter, we had but. 
few cases of pneumonia, and most of those occurring with la 
grip or whooping cough. 

Of the diseases of unusual prevalance during the year was 
that of neuralgia and diseases of the stomach and bowels, 
cholera morbus, cholera infantum, diarrhea, dysentery and 
mucus fever, Neuralgia was extremoly prevalent during 
the year and stubbornly resisted treatment. Whether its 
frequency was produced from the almost total absence of 
cold during the winter season (the cold acting as a tonic to 
the nervous system), or to the depression or debility of the 
system from grip, or from a combination of the two, is a 
question that Iam not fully satisfied with, but I am fully 
pursuaded that the grip had played an important factor in 
the prevalence of diarrhea and dysentery in the adult, as 
those who were attacked most severely with the two latter 
diseases were those who had suffered the longest and most 
severely from grip, andthe debility contributed to the devel- 
opment of the latter diseases. Cholera infantum, diarrhea 
and dysentery of children were of frequent occurrence with. 
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severe types of the diseases, and the attendant fatality reached 
the highest record for years past, some of the cases dying of 
congestion within a few days of their sickness, but the larger 
portion lingered on for days and even weeks, and finally 
died of exhaustion and wear-out. 

The sanitary condition of our public schools has been 
much improved in the last few years and it continues to im- 
prove every year. The attendance of the public schools in 
several instances caused the spread of measles. 

The board of supervisors had the county poor house 
thoroughly repaired during the summer for the purpose 
of having the poor removed to it, but afterwards decided 
to let them out as before reported, therefore I cannot give 
the amount of their sickness or deaths. 

The sanitary condition of the county jail and other 
public houses is very good. No sickness of consequence 
among the prisoners in the county jail, nor were there 
any deaths. i 


ALCORN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. B. SANFORD, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


ConiNTH, Miss. 


As Chief Health Officer ot Alcorn county, I desire to sub- 
mit the following as my annual report : 

Upon receiving my commission, I proceeded at once to in- 
form myself as thoroughly as possible in regard to the sani- 
tary condition of the county, and I regret to suy that my in- 
vestigations positively convinced me that the county was not 
only in a very unsanitary condition, but that the people gen- 
erally seem perfectly indifferent as to the necessity of estab- 
lishing anything like a system of sanitary rules in the county. 
This, Iam satisfied, is the result of a wantof education con- 
cerning the importance of the subject. 

Alcorn county contains about 90,240 acres of land, It is 
traversed throughout with rivulets and streams. In the 
bottoms are to be found a great many lakes and ponds, the 
most of which become stagnant during the spring and sum- 
mer months, consequently they exhale cousiderable malaria. 

We have in this county three towns, viz: Corinth, Rienzi 
and Kossuth. Corinth has about 3,500 inhabitants, Rienzi 
` 200, Kossuth 100. Each of these towns have their local or- 
ganizations (Board of Mayor and Aldermen.) We have, in 
this county, a total of 14,272 inhabitants. Some portions of 
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the county are thickly settled, especially those around and 
in the bottom lands. The topography of the county, as com- 
pared with other counties in the State, enables us to right- 
fully claim it as one of, if not the healthiest; counties in the 
State, and I give it as my opinion, that if we had anything 
like reliable mortuary statistics, to enable us to make correct 
comparisons, we would find Alcorn to be the healthiestin the 
State, placing all in the same sanitary condition. During 
thepast year we have not had an epidemic of any kind. The 
diseases with which we have had to conterd have been such 
as are commonly met each year, viz: Typhoid and malarial 
fevers, a few cases of malarial hematuria, tho irritative fever, 
pneumonia, bronchitis, laryngitis and perhaps a few more 
cases of diphtheria than we have had for several years, 
There has been one case of small-pox in the county, which 
was brought here from Middle Tennessee. This case was 
isolated and watched with care, hence the disease was not 
communicated to any other person. 

We also have to report an increased number of cases of 
rheumatism during the past year. We think this due to the 
great amount of rain and damp weather—we having had 
more rain during the present year than we have had for any 
ten or fifteen years previous. 

I am thoroughly convinced that the health ot this eounty 
could be greatly improved, if the law in regard to sanitation 
was amended, so as to command the respect of the people. 
As the law now stands the Health Officer can do nothing 
more than advise, No money or means of any kind being 
furnished to enable him to enforce even the most needed and 
important measures; hence his advice is simply thrown 
away. When wedepend upon the “good people" to volun- 
teertheir services or money to do something for the publie 
good, we generally find ourselves disappointed. It is true 
that the majority may sanction one's idea of cleaning up a 
filthy place or ditehing off a stagnant pool and the like, but 
about all they will do isto say “It oughtto be done and they 
ought to do it." Butfew men would question the expediency 
of having our public officials to give us the needed protection 
vouchsafed to us in the constitution of our State and Govern- 
ment. But how many would pay their taxes to defray the 
expenses of the Government if there was not a law to force 
them to pay? So it is with enforcing sanitary regulations ; 
hence, I recommend that some step be taken, at once, to in- 
duce the Legislature, at its next session, to so change and 
amend the laws ag to enable the Health Officer to enforce 
such measures as he may deem proper and necessary for the 
protection of the public health. To depend upon municipal 
boards will not suffice, as they are generally composed of 
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mon who know but little, and caro long, about sanitary mattors, 
With tho majority of such officials, thoir aspirations nro to 
so conduct thomaolvos as to secure a ro-olootion, and it is not 
a very popular thing to do to mako a votor or a number of 
votera apond $26, 850 or $100 to put his promises in a sant 
tary condition, I suggest thia for the benefit of tho public, 
and more ospocially for tho benefit of tho Stato Board of 
Hoalth, as tho pooplo lose reapoct for tho hoard if they are 
not enabled by the law to onforea that which they room. 

mond to their subordinates, . 

I have vinited the county poor-houso and find that during 
the year thora havo beon admitted twonty-nino paupora, 1 
found a competent superintendent and medica]. attendant, 
Tho keeper reooivos $4.50 por month for fooding, nursing, 
washing for and furnishing fuel, lights, eta, for a pnuper, 
That amount is ingufflelont to supply the ordinary nocossitioa 
for any person, Tho law roqnires tho board of supervisors 
to let tho keeping of the poor house to the lowoat bidder, 
also the medical practico to the lowest bidder, Suob n law 
is calenlated to foreo tho unfortunate penner into tho hands 
of incompotent persons, and the samo should bo changed, 

I havo visited the county jail; find that thoro havo been 
received by the jailor fifty prisonora, Tho jail ia so con- 
struated as to rondor it impossible to koop it clean or warm, 
and during the summer season it ia impoasible to ventilate ao 
as to give any comfort to tho inmates. Tt is not substantial, 
whioh is evidencod by tho number of escapes that have 
ocourred from it during tho paat fow years. Tho jailor and 
sheriff do all thay can to give comfort to tho prisonors, — 

I have visited moat of tha publie school houses in this 
county, and cannot say that T havo found a single ono con 
struatod with a view to comfort for tho pupils or to the pro» 
tection of oyesight or sound hoalth, they being vary poorly 
lighted, na a genoral rulo, Tho grentor portion of the achool 
houses in thia county are built of amall logs or polos-—in 
winter vory cold, in mmmor vory warm, In my opinion, 
tho froe-achool system should bo abolished, or tho law should 
force the people in anoh school district to oroot good and 
substantial school buildings, properly lightod, ventilated and 
hoatod. 

Wo hava had no opidomia among tho stock or lower anji- 
mals in this county during tho yoar, 


CHIOKABAW COUNTY. 
RAPORT OF DR. T, A, MURFEE, OHIEP URADIH OPFICHR, 


T encloso horowith my annual voport as Chiof Wealth OM- 
oor of Chickasaw county. 
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The population, Ido not think, is inorensing rapidly—only 
the natural inoronso. Thore is somo reduction of tho nogro 
population by emigration. At prosont our population 
&mounis to somo twonty-two thousand, abont one-half of 
which aro whites. Tho mortality has boon rather leas, ne 
cording to somo roports, only about eloven por thousand, 
Thovo haw boon, I should say, losa aioknosa than last-yoar by 
10 por cont, Tha provailing sicknoss has hoon bowel disor 
dors and eontinuod fever, Toss inflammations than suak ' 
Wo have a fow casos of typhoid fover and no eruptive or oon- 
tagious discasos, exoopt a caso or two of diphthoria. No opi- 
domia among tho sehools, 

The summor and fall have boon unusually wot,and ploasant 
tomporature, Slaughtoring is done at remoto distanoo from 
the population and brought to tho markot as noodod. 

Our town has a woll-vontilated and commodious school 
building, which is warmed and vontilated by tho Button 
Heating, Vontilating and Dry Closet Systom. It is voportod 
to be quito satisfactory, Tho jail is in uaual condition—not 
vory inviting, yot not in insanitary state, 

It ia impossible to seouro accurate statistics an thoro aro no 
ropistrations kopt that avo accossiblo, 


ARENT IIT, 


WANCOOK OOUNTY, 


REPORT OF DR, J, A. MEAD, OHIEF THAT OTPTICER, 


In submitting my report as Wealth Offloor of Hancock 
county for tho yonr onding Soptombor 80, 1890, I am com: 

elled to omit roport of vita] statistion, owing to a lack of 
interont and co-operation on the part of tho majority of tho 
physicians, or porhaps professional ongagomonts prevontod 
compliance witn my roquont for assistande, 

Tho romaining threo months of 1889 were vory hoalthy 
and froo from any contagious or epidemic disoases. Barly 
in 1890 epidemie influenza or la Rrippo appoarod in tho 
Southern portion of this county, hardly gufloiont cases to 
bo considered epidemic; fatality slight. - Late in the spring 
or only summor months typho-malarial ov continued fever 
appoarod at Buy St. Louis and Poarlington. Tho disease 
bocamo opidomio in some localities, and oxuitod conaidorablo - 
publio alarm, During tho fall months tho disoaso was ooms 
mon to all paris of tho oounty ; fatality slight, Uxoluding 
typho-malarial wo have hoon froo from all opidomic ov con- 
tagious disoases, and havo had Jess malarial diseasos than 
usunal during the last nino months. 

Tho jail and county poor houso havo boon kept in a fair 
sanitary condition, Two donths in the poor fiouse-- one 
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. Deaths under 5 yerrs of age—males, white....... 
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colored female, age 35, phthisis; colored female, age over 
100 years, cause unknown. 

No diseases of a contagious nature among horses or cat- 
tle reported. 

Enclosed is a report of vital statistics of Pearlington and 
vicinity, accurate as regard to the death rate, and includin 
an accurate report of all births which have occurred in 
Pearlington. 


REPORT OF DEATHS AT PEARLINGTON AND VICINITY—ESTIMATED 
POPULATION, 2,500. 


| WHITE. | COLORED. 
| d ; 
Cause or DEATH. i|.lalels 
is BlI18 
! D ai o 
al} & | Se m 
eee Sage P xpi DENN 
Ph£liiiB/. oe Oe v seu aee add SERER alee 2 1 
Pneumonia ......... cece cccesccecs |: Exodo ed DE TS 
Bronchitis, acute eee By * * 9*9 9 9 * @ @ (O 9 € E V9 ee @e 1 C SE E tta 
Heart disease. ase yt * * * 89 * E * *» * 9; C $9 9$ C. 5» C9 * eek». 1 l eve 1 
Trismus nareentium............ dress Tb us | : a 
Mania. ese 9 & wef * @ © à © @ @ es * * 5» 9 * 9*9» 9*8.» @ ea E o , ¢ * 1 1 
Convulsions, infantile.......... MINDS: DONEC rare DIS 1 
Tetanus....... ES uda bocas irse ere p des 
Tabes mesenterica ........... sokas Vedealas F ] 
Hemorrhage from stomach....,......., Lj... .deee ed, 
Intestinal obstruction...............-. i 6 means FUNIS FRE 
Cholera infantum............. eres Il eens ere l 
Cholera morbus ......... ur un E wid 
Typhoid fever (enteric hemorrhage)... Le Eare Donau. 
Labor difficult................ FUN. EIE lc 1 
Toleranca TE aad BAB ee 8 
RECAPITULATION. 
Males, white. * 9 $8 9 * 9 à 9? * es € 9» *" w & 6 à à à v €» 9* v8 $ 9» Raa eH * € 5 
Females, white. . $9 9?" & * * € 99 99 9» 9*9 985 8*9 8 8 * $2 99 9 9 9? « ^ * b 
10 
Males, colored.. & 9 à $9 *? * 4 9 5» @ à» à 6 $& 9 9" & * €? $» €? 9!» 5 $1! * LJ ^ * * * 7 
Females, colored ............ Koei ds 53394 nale qas 6 
Total deaths * €9 9*9» * 9 $ 9 B $9 * 9 9 €W OÓ t 9$ 9 9 9 S8 à * t? 9$ $ 9$? $ c3 9 t$ '* t è 18 
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3 
—males, colored......... 4 
—females, colored ....... 2 

9 


Total. o2nsiveberecbe eons er 9999 eee ae 
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Deaths, age over 50 years—fomales, white........... 8 
Death rate per thousand of population, 9.2. 


REPORT OF BIRTHS AT PEARLINGTON, 


Males, white....,... .....-. pie Rites nC: 18 
Females, white........... EC ase 15 
Total number white children born......... 28 28 
Males, colored. ,...... ——— E 9 
Females, colored................sese bxtbvecte-. a 
Total number colored children born........ 21 2I 
Total births......... 0.0 eee T 49 
MALIGNE AA ERR ERAD Ra buen com da 29 
Females .............. See le wee os E ag oie 27 


MONTHLY METEOROLOGIOAL OBSERVATIONS AT PEARLINGTON FOR 
THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDING SEPT. 80, 1890. 
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Easterly. 
September .,!76.9| 89 57 3.07 5| 10} 3] Westerly, 


—— | rtm | aapeanemenepempuece, 


TEMPERATURE. WEATHER, 
ei .| PREVAILING 
a . P WINDs, 

8 | x T E: 8 slg [SI - 

9 G e ç 2 a| a e 

als a 04 O laja Q 

1889. 
October, .... 70.2; 86 | 48 o | 1812] o! 1|South-Westerly. 
November..,]56.5| 74 36 4.20 15| 3| 9| 3);North, North- 
east, 
December.../62. | 75 36 1.90 13) 9| 4| 5||South, South- 
east, 
1890, 
ig 64. | 76 | 35 || 1.54 7| 7| 12| 5||Easterly. 
February....|63.1| 80 40 j| 3.01 11| 8| 9| oj Westerly, 
March,.,.... 60.3) 8o 30 2.30 141 5| 9| 3||Westerly. 
April........ yo, | 81 55 4.50 rol 7| 11| 2||Easterly. 
May........174.8|. 85 60 || 3.42 8| 9| 10| 4||Westerly. 
june........|81.1| 90 74 || 5.97 1| 8| 1imnrojSoutherly and 
Westerly. 

Tuly ceive cea 81.6} 93 73 ||10.74 8| 6|. 15} 2j Westerly. 
August.....|80.5| 90 72 5.37 16| o| . 14) t||Southerly and 


Sums. qe 999- 615 146,12 


——À 


Means, , 70.0 oj 83. 25 51,33 3.844 
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LEE COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. M. HOYLE, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


SiR— Below you will find my annual report as Health 
Officer for Lee county for the year ending October 31st, 
1890. 

The year 1890 has been one of the healthiest years we have 
had in along time. No epidemic, contagious or infectious 
disease bas prevailed in our county at any time during the 
year. i 

Malarial fever of an intermittent and remittent type have 
even been scarce and easily controlled by proper treatment. 
I have seen none and heard of but few cases of a continued 
or typhoid or typho-malarial character, and in my opinion 
they perhaps were mistreated cases of remittent fever, as a 
doctor remarked in my presence once, “slow treatment often 
makes slow fever.” 

We have had a few sporadic cases of dysentery in the 
spring, and at one time I feared an epidemic, but we disin- 
fected, cleaned up, etc., and it declined very soon. 

In August I had in Tupelo five cases of simple or mild 
diphtheria, a decided membranous deposit. The feverlasted 
three or four days, temperature reaching 108 and 104, with 
no intermission for three or four days. Considerable swell- 
ing of tonsil and corneal glands in each case, and in two cases 
the membrane formed so in the nose as to obstruct very 
much the respiration, but all these cases yielded very readily, 
that is in five or six days, to treatment, leaving no bad 
results. I used great caution and isolated the cases which 
in my opinion prevented its spread. My treatment was ordi- 
nary anti-febrifuges with quinine, a mild purgative in the 
beginning, and rubbing off the membrane in each case as 
often as it reformed with acid sublimate solution. I was 
much pleased in this treatment; in every case where the 
membrane was kept off for twelve hours fever began to 
decline. No other cases appeared in the county that I 
heard of. 

This comprises about all that I can report. No statistics 
are kept in this county, hence we could not give any infor- 
malion as to marriages, births or deaths. 

Having nothing of special interest to report for Lee county, 
I have thus in a brief manner made an informal report, 
which is respectfully submitted. 


ISSAQUENA COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. F. M. HALBERT, OHIEF HEALTH OFFOER. 
I submit the following report of the sanitary condition of 
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{ssaquena county during the present year. The number of 
inhabitants of the county has not increased since my last re- 
port. The number of deaths has been about 3.90 per 
thousand. The amount of sickness from all causes has been 
about same! as previous year. The diseases, and causes of 
death, were about same as previous years. No particular 
disease predominating. There was nothing occurring in 
the way of an outbreak.of a contagious nature, except a few 
. cases of scarlet fever, which was confined to one neighbor- 
hood, and that was of a mild type, no death occurring. There 
has been a few more cases of typhoid fever during the 
autumn than previous years. There has been no accidents 
of a serious nature. There has been about fifteen prisoners 
in the county jail during the year, and no sickness among 
them. All public buildings. butcher shops and market houses, 
are kopt in a good sanitary condition. 

In closing my report have no suggestions to make in re- 
gard to the prevention of disease in the county. 


LOWNDES COUNTY. 
"REPORT OF B. A. VAUGHAN, M. D., CHIEF HEALTH OFFCER, 188990, 


-On the Ist of October, 1889, in reporting for Lowndes 
county, I stated there prevailed a disease mostly catarrhal 
in character, which I thought must be similar to a so-called 
strange disorder called by Dr. Seiler, of Philadelphia, It! 
It! staid with us; developed and grew wide-spread over the 
county, until nearly the whole people were familiar with 
“La Grippe." It wasa sore, and painful grip; leaving de- 
bility and marked prostration as evidence of its seizure, as 
your reporter can personally bear witness. It was epidemic 
in the county, but I am pleased to report that it made no 
labor for the undertaker. In this invasion a prominent 
symptom was dengue! fever often severe, and pain-torturing ; 
in other cases the catarrhal symptoms were dominant and, 
in others typhoid fever was closely simulated. Weare at this 
reporting having a similar invasion of the “La Grippe," but 
this time almost exclusively of a catarrhal character. , 

With the exception of this epidemic, and the year 1889 
and 1890 should be denominated as an exceptionally healthful 
year, although measles and whooping cough closed out the 
material remaining in the county Hable to their infection. 
Malarial fevers have been rare. We had two cases of scarlet 
fever, from whence introduced I have been unable to. deter- 
mine. The cases were in families in different sections of 
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the town, and in no way conected by intercourse. Isolation 
was practiced, and a signal dangerous disease displayed at 
the premises of each. One case terminated fatally. The body 
was interred privately, at the suggestion of the Health 
Officer. In each instance purification and disinfection was 
thoroughly practiced, applying to both persons and premi- 
ges. 

The year has been exceptional as to hygrometric ther- 
momatrie results. We had trost on the 7th of October, 1889, 
and from that time until late in March, 1890, an almost 
Indian summer prevailed; when, after vegetation: had de- 
veloped to half-grown leaves, a severe freeze came upon us, 
with cyclone velocity, killing hard wood growth, which had 
flourished for forty or fifty years. The heated term of June 
and July was unusually protracted, thereby increasing the 
mean temperature to a degree above the average of former 
years; during this heated term dyenteric disorders were prev- 
alent, with some mortality, among the aged and infants. 

The rain fall for the year has been 59.20 inches. During 
the month of February, 1890, the rain fall was 9.98; Sep- 
tember, 9.02, and on the 19th day of September 3.33 inches 
of rain fell. The whole month of September gave but six 
(6) fair days, the rainfall of the month being greater than 
we have had since 1877. 

The public buildings of the county are as last reported, 
except some betterments at the I. I. & C., which I shall note 
in my note of schools. I have been unable to impress our 
public authorities with the need of “Fire Escapes.” The 
court-house and jail adjoin each other; neither are fire proof, 
nor is any other public building in the county. 

The jail and court-house are well kept, clean and sanitary. 
The jail has now six (6) inmates, two (2) of whom are luna- 
tics. During the year ninety (90) prisoners have passed its 
doors, three (3) to the penitentiary and eighty-seven (87) to 
the county convict farm. The county bas twenty-five (25) 
paupers, fourteen (14) of whom are cared for at the “Poor 
House Farm,” and eleven (11) are farmed out among the 
people. We have had one suicide and ono execution by 
Judge Lynch during the year—the suicide white, male, 
about 50 years of age; the other a colored male about 20 
years.of age. He was charged with attempted “assault” 
upon a white child. 

The county has paid the burial expenses of twenty bodies 
during the year, most of whom were sojourners of the 
county. 

So-called hog and chicken cholera is still among the ani- 
mals and fowls of the county. Among the other food-pro- 
ducing animals, I have heard but little report of disease 
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among them, and no case of disease to the human has been 
reported as caused by contact with diseased animals. 


PUBLIO SOHOOLS. 

I have claimed so much of your attention in my former 
reports as to public schools, that I reluctantly enter upon the 
subject in this report; but when I reflect that near 30 per 
cent of the whole population are school children, and the 
future prosperity, and well governing of the State depends 
upon how the twig is bent in the school forms, and how 
nearly the public schools are entrusted with the physical, 
moral and mental training of the children of tne State, I 
feel that my duty were poorly done, less I call the State 
Board of Health’s attention to some points on this subject, . 
especially as Lowndes county claims to be an educational 
center in the State, with near 12,000 of her own county edu- 
cable children, besides the white girls from all parts of the 
State in her I. I. & C. į 

In the Constitutional Convention, now in session, I have 
read much as to what the State may rely upon through the 
motherhood of the State; and I have been hoping that the 
members of that able body would turn their minds to the 
fact that her future suffragans, tax-payers, producers and 
^ Mother-Hoods” are now in her public schools; and that 
the sanction of custom, if not of law, practically turns over 
to the teachers of the public schools, all her children after 
they attain five years of age, and the mothers have no more 
to say about their studies, exercise, discipline and examina- 
tion, than the oldest bachelor of the State. The teacher be- 
comes the sole authority as to what the child shall do or 
study, and they are moulded physically, mentally and mor- 
ally by school training and school contact. No matter what 
the condition of health, or what its idiosyncrasies, once the 
child has entered school, competitive work begins, and the 
child and parents both seem to enter upon a nervous dread 
as to passing his or her grade, and but little thought seems 
to be bestowed upon the fact that the brain is subservient 
to the same physiological Jaw as the other organs of the 
body, and may in time yield to six hours school labor and 
three to four hours labor of preparation at home for the 
day’s school duties at the school room. 


FRANKLIN ACADEMY. 


The public school of the city of Columbus, Lowndes 
county, has in attendance at this reporting (276) two hun- 
dred and seventy-six white boys, and (312) three hundred 
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and twelve white girls, while at & branch of the Franklin 
Academy for colored school children, there are (300) three 
hundred boys and (810) three hundred and ten girls, showing 
that about seventy per cent. of the educable children are in 
attendance at the public schools, which, with the (309) three 
hundred and nine white girls of the State, make an aggre- 
gate of (1,512) fifteen hundred and twelve publie school 
children to support the pretensions of the city of Columbus 
as an “ educational center.” 

I regret to report no betterments have been added to the 
Franklin Academy since my last report; in fact, the means 
of heating the rooms are decidedly objectionable. The water 
closet accommodations are inadequate and so constructed 
that modesty must: receive a shock when necessity forces a 
resort to them ; and it will be granted that an inroad upon 
the innate modesty of the child is calculated to lower the 
morals. I can’t help but marvel at teachers, patrons and 
school directors obtaining their assent to the continued 
use of such structures, which, on the boy’s side, are in 
such a condition, by reason of construction; that their use 
must oftentimes defile by soiling the person and clothing. 
I shall again call the school authorities’ attention to this 
. Shame, and hope to be successful in having the public school 
pupils better cared for in this particular. 


Lo hok. ; 

I made an inspection of this institution on last evening, 
accompanied by the courteous president, Dr. Beals. Upon 
leaving his office, I suggested to him that I had frequently 
gone over the buildings and grounds, and that to econo- 
mize his time, we would confine ourselves to what had been 
added since his presidency, Well, night came, and I had 
notseen all he could show; but I am Health Officer, and am 
making report upon matters relating to health. There 
comes the reflection that scarce any sphere of school life is 
severed from the domain of health. 

I found a neatly and comfortably fitted up infirmary ; 
carpets and curtains to secure privacy and freedom from 
noise; a library, a reception hall, a wicket door opening 
upon the main hall from the matron’s quarter, a convenience 
and comfort to that official in the discharge of her many 
duties, that brought the smile of satisfaction to her kindly 
face while we were speaking of it. 

In the housekeeper's department are noted changes. Pe- 
titions have been removed, light and ventillation secured, 
as well as means of survey of the whole domain of this de- 
partment, while the very large steel range recently put up 
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was a conspicuous addition to the means of preparing 
wholesome and appetizing food for our white girls. 

The commercial department I found a model of system 
and dispatch, as is also the proctor’s department.. Valuable 
additions have been made to the laundry, and there is con- 
templated the erection of an additional building, four stories 
in height, a part of which the laundry, with many needed 
acquisitions, is to occupy one floor, while the other floors 
are to be assigned to the infirmary and physical culture de- 
partment. In the meantime, Dr. Beals informs me he will 
make provision for physical culture in the open air, upon a 
conveniently constructed floor. Besides this physical train- 
ing, exercise and recreation are be added to by strolls in and 
about the grounds in groups of pleasant numbers, perhaps 
of mutual taste, when sketching, photography, collecting of 
specimens, flowers, etc. can be indulged in and enjoyed. 
Were I to write all which claimed my attention, and which 
impressed me as calculated to bring brawn, grace and ele- 
gance to our white girls’ form, hope and contentment to 
their hearts, and vigorous capabilities to their brain, my re- 
port would be a volume. 

I left the college buildings after beholding the three hun- 
dred and nine girls seated at the tea table discussing the 
wholesome spread before them, as well as discussing in 
happy and pleasant tones such wants and occurrences as 
suited their tastes, which I rejoiced to see and hear, as si- 
lence was once the rule at table. 


—— MÀ 


OKTIBBEHA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. H. AMES, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The year 1890 has been uneventfuf, so far as epidemic dis- 
eases are concerned, except “La Grippe," that unmercifully 
seized us all at the beginning of the year, in common with 
other communities, as it swept over the United States. 

It was the general opinion that the excessive wet season 
during the summer months would be sueceeded by an unu- 
sual prevalence of malarial diseases during the fall months, 
but such was not the case. The general average of malarial 
diseases has been rather less than usual, and the types 
rather milder. 


POPULATION OF THE COUNTY. 


The popalation of the county, from an estimate made after 
the census, was made in the spring, shows an increase of only 
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500 in the last decade. The population of the county in 1880 
was 17,000. The negro population have been moving out 
ever year, more or less, to the river counties and to Texas 
and Arkansas. 


DEATHS. 


It is impossible for me to give the exact number of deaths 
for the present year, because it has been impossible to obtain 
the information from proper sources. There were no less 
than 80 deaths in the county for the year 1890. This esti- 
mate is imperfect, and I have probably putthe figures rather 
too low. 

There have been more deaths from typho-malarial fever 
this year than usual, and fevers of a congestive type from 
malaria, The highest rate of mortality occurred in the 
months of August and September from malarial affections. 

I have heard of but four cases of malarial hematuria in the 
county with two deaths. These cases were in the sandy 
lands—in neighborhoods bordering on creeks. 

Compared with previous years the mortality has been 
greater this year. The lowest rate of mortality was in the 
months of April, May and June. 


EPIDEMIC OR CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 


Epidemic influenza or La Grippe began its invasion on the 
15th day of January. The first case observed was at the A. 
& M. College on the morning of the 15th ot January. On 
the 17th there were over 50 cases on the sick list. In addi- 
tion to the characteristic symptoms of this disease I observed 
about a dozen cases where the pneumagastric nerve was in- 
volved, and its functions were greatly pertubated. The num- 
ber of respirations per minute were increased to 60 in some 
cases, with very rapid pulse and high temperature, and with 
general bronchial catarrh. I heard of no cases complicated 
with pneumonia, catarrhal or broncho-pneumonia. After 
this disease subsided many cases were left with nasal catarrh 
and others with general nervous prostration. I only saw or 
heard of but one case of convulsions. This case was a young 
student eighteen years of'age who had convulsions and was 
insensible for three days—convulsions recurring on an 
average of one every hour. There was relaxation of sphinc- 
tures of bowels and bladder. This case recovered slowly. 
I know of but two deaths from La Grippe—one an infant 
(white) of eleven months and the other an old negro man. 

. There were no cases of cholera, yellow fever, small-pox, 
scarlet fever, typhoid fever, cerebro spinal meningitis nor 
diphtheria. 
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MEASLES. 


During the month of February there were six or eight 
cases RE measles at the Female Institute at Starkville and 
aboutitwenty cases in all in the corporate limits of the town. 
The disease spread no further. There were no deaths from 
measles. 

Whoopingcough, mumps and chicken-pox exist at this 
time in several neighborhoods in the county. 

Syphilis is pretty well distributed among the negro popu- 
lation. One death from this disease occurred at the poor 
house in November. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


Drinking water supplied from cisterns in the Prairie sec- 
iion of the county and contains lime. In the sandy lands 
water is obtained from springs and wells and is quite pure. 


PUBLIC HALLS. 


There is but one hallof any consequence in the county, 
located in the town of Starkville—Watts Opera Hall. This 
hall is not well ventilated, and is not properly supplied 
with fire escapes. 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 


The larger.school houses are well ventilated and heated, 
and those in the country are generally too well ventilated at 
the expense of the comfort of the pupils. 


COUNTY JAIL. 


The county jail recently built is well ventilated and 
heated. " 
Total number of prisoners.........-. ces cere cence 48 
Total number of deaths....... 0... cece eee ee c 2 


One negro man died of gunshot wound received just be- 
fore imprisonment--named Wm. Miller. The other death 
was a lunatic, a negro woman, died of apoplexy. Her name 
was Lou Young, age 30. 

No cases of sickness. 


POOR HOUSE. 


This institution is located five miles south of Starkville. 
Inmates 2, both negroes. A negro man, Joe McCreight, age 
forty, died of syphilis. The other inmate has hemiplegia. 
Sanitary condition of poor house is excellent. 
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PANOLA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. D. A. KINCHLOE, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER, 


The number of inhabitants of our county is estimated at 
about twenty-five thousand. 

We had during the months of January, February and 
March an epidemic of acute bronchitis and some cages of 
pneumonias and gastric catarrh, I think due to the extreme 
mild and changeable winter. 

In the spring there were several cases of measleg in the 
town of Sardis and other places, of a mild form. 

In the months of July and August reports came from Como 
that there were several cases of typhoid fever in the town. 
I visited the town for investigation and found a difference 
of opinion in regard to the true nature of disease by the res- 
ident physicians—some thinking it typho-malarial fever, and 
from the absence of a daily rise in temperature, rose-colored 
spots, epistaxis and tympanitis, which is generally the most 
characteristic symptoms of true typhoid fever, I fully agreed 
with those who thought it of malarial origin. Thetown was 
in an uusanitary condition, there being a number of stagnant 
pools in the town and no way of escape of the filth and 
refuse matter. I advised the local Board of Health to have 
the town properly drained and do away with the pools and 
all other debris, also the necessity.of using cistern water in 
place of well water, which the most of the people were using — 
that pure water for drinking purposes was essential to zood 
health. 

Scarlet fever was reported to be in Sardis in the months of 
September and October. 1 consulted with the physicians. 
Some stated that they had not seen any cases, but that an 
eruptive fever with sore throat, etc., which seemed to be 
communicable, but owing to the elevation of the rash and 
the period of desquamation excluded scarlet fever; though 
some of them still held that it was scarlet fever in a mild 
form, I will state that the patients would recover from the 
attack within three or four days. There are some cases of 
chicken pox in the town of Sardis. With the exception of the 
above-named diseases the towns on the railroad in the county 
have been fairly healthy for the past two years, and in the 
surrounding country better than heretofore. The health of 
the town of Batesville has been greatly improved since the 
ditches were opened by the local Board of Health of. that 
town. I think it would be still better if drinking water was 
used entirely from cisterns and would greatly improve the 
health of that place. 

The poor house of our county is reported to be in good 
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sanitary condition by the physician in charge, The total 
number of inmates for the year 1890 amounts to twenty-live. 
Number of white males 6; number of white females 6; 
number of colored males 2; number of colored females 11 ; 
number of white males discharged 3; number of white males 
died 2; cause of death in one was paralysis, and the other 
from gunshot wound; white females discharged 2; black 
females 9; number of white inmates on hand now is only 9. 
The doctor attributes the good condition and health of the 
inmates to pure cistern water, and disenfecting the premises 
with lime and copperas. He also states the house has been 
thoroughly renovated. 

The jail in the first court district has been lately burned; 
the one in the second district is in an unsanitary condition 
on account of the sewers not carrying off the refuse matter, 
so much so, that the sheriff had to abandon the use of them 
altogether. I reported the same to the president of the 
board of supervisors. 

The school houses are well heated and ventilated in our 
county, with few exceptions in the country. 


PIKE COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. D. H. QUINN, OHIFF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The number of inhabitants of Pike county is 21,000; whites 
12,500 ; colored, 8,500. In reference to the number of deaths, 
I have no data to guide me. 

In the county, for year 1890, sickness from all causes was 
about the same. More deaths from lung fever than from any 
other causes. More children than adults; more colored 
than white. 

The months of December, January March, more deaths 
than the other months—from sudden changes of the weather, 
. was the most frequent cause. 

This year we have had no epidemic or infectious diseases. 
Ihave been called twice to examine cases reported small pox, 
but found nothing but skin eruptions. I called to examine re- 
ported diphtheria, but resulted in tonsilatis and sore mouth. 
No epidemics nor deaths reported. No prevailing epidemies 
among the horses or cattle. August, last, hog cholera pre- 
vailed to some extent. No accidents from explosions or 
combustible materials in the county. No unsanitary con- 
dition. Water closets and wells in the towns in good con- 
dition that I have looked after. 

Slaughter-houses are all out of towns. Five public halls, 
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all in good sanitary condition. Our jail is in good condi. 
tion; only 6 persons jailed for court during the year. No 
sickness reported in the jail. I send you this report. I wish 
you would give a certificate so [ can present to County Board 
account for my services. * 

I know of no special causes of disease in the county. 
The births and deaths I cannot tell. I can guess only the 
births for the past forty years. I have attended on 1,600 
children born in my hands, four still-born. Two mothers 
died. 

Now if I could get others to make a report to me I could 
make a more satisfactory report. 


TISHOMINGO COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. F. T. OARMIOHAL, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


On the 19th day of June I received my commission as 
health officer for the county of Tishomingo. 

I hereby submit my report for the fraction of the year 
necessary to complete the report of former health officer. 
. There was a slight increase in the amount of sickess in the 
county at large, and the death rate a little in excess of the 
. previous year, due to typhoid, typho-malarial and dysentery, 
in certain localities. Five miles south of Burnsville, dys- 
entery of a violent type prevailed during the month of July 
and part of August. Out of fifteen cases there were six 
deaths. All of these cases occurred in a radius of threo 
miles. The fearful death rate could not be attributed to the 
incapacity of the attending physician, for some were treated 
by the best in the county. I was in the locality three times 
during the epidemic, and could discover nothing except a 
very poor quality of water, from shallow sipe wells, but so 
far as I could discover, contaminated by no unusual poisons. 

I have seen no typical cases of typhoid fever during the 
year. There has been absent the dry tongue, the rose col- 
ored spots of the bowels, the sordes on teeth (but vot so 
uniformly absent as the other symptoms) and the low. mut- 
tering delirium. The patients have complained of tender- 
ness in the gastric region rather than the lower bowels. with 
much vomiting of bilious matter. Often the vomiting isnot 
easily controlled. Yet we have had fearful cases of hemor- 
` rhages, showing that there must be ulceration of Peyer’s 
patches. This fever has confined itself to localities and I 
have found in almost every instance that there was much 
decaying timber in the vicinity. One family near an old 
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saw mill site had four cases ; two had hemorrhages and one 
death. About fifteen months ago I had one case of this 
fever brought to a place where there was no local cause. In 

- March of this year I was called to a family living at the 
same place and found two down with fever. Upon investi- 
gation I found them using water from an old spring into 
which the drainage from the yard ran. Thepath from lower 
part of yard to the spring was allowed to carry water into 
the spring. In a few days three more cases devoloped, 
making five out of a family of eight. I believe the whole 
family would have been down had I noi stopped the use of 
this water. We are as apt to have constipation as diarrhoea 
in these cases. 

Our court-house, jail, poor house, ete., are in good sanitary 
condition. Our hotel here, although kept as a health resort, 
has been in bad condition. It is being renovated and I hope 
by spring to find it first class, in this respect at least. Out 
of a population of 1014 in Iuka, we only had eight deaths; 
three deaths among those from a distance, making eleven. 

Our county school houses are very bad but very generally 
on a par with the dwellings in the vicinity. Our school at 
this place has been, during the year the means of distributing 
measles and whooping cough, not only in the town, but in 
adjoining country. We have had in Iuka during the month 
of November several cases of diphtheria, one of a malignant, 
croupous form, from which the child succumbed on the fifth 
day from asphixia. Other cases (three) were easily con- 
trolled. 

Our water for the most part is of the very best and is 
obtained from wells and springs. : 

I cannot furnish total number of cases of sickness and 
deaths and births. The last will compare favorably with 
any county. 

We have had fitteen prisoners in jail with no sickness or 
deaths. 


NN 


TIPPAH COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. E. N. HUNT, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


Since my appointment as chief health officer of this county, 
I have not made you any report. Absence from the State for 
a prolonged period, unavoidable on my part, is the princi- 
pal reason. ; 

I have recently visited nearly every section of the county, 
and have seen personally nearly every physician. I find 
that the year has been unusually ‘healthy. 
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I find in only one neighborhood any sickness of & 
serious nature; this is in the practice of Dr. W. M. Murry, 
of Dumas, Miss. The first cases occurred early in the 
spring and still continue in the neighborhood, and several 
have died. He informs me that the disease commences 
sometimes as catarrhal-fever, sometimes as bilious fever and 
occasionally some other form, but almost invariably assumes 
a typhoid type. It seems to be infectious, for when one 
case occurs in a family several cases occur, occasionally the 
whole family. The territory infected is a high, dry ridge, 
and all the cases are within three miles, up and down the 
ridge, but none on either side. I have not seen any of the 
cases, and no local cause has béen discovered that pro- 
duces it. ! 

Any further developments will be reported. 

Not being conversant with the rules and regulations of 
your office, I will be pleased to receive from you any in- 
structions that you deem necessary. 


TUNICA COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. M. J. ALEXANDER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


As was to be expected (and I predicted it in my report 
last summer) on account of the overflow of the Mississippi 
River, caused by a break in the levee one mile south of Aus- 
tin, sickness during the months of May, June, July, August 
and September, was as two to oné compared with same time 
of the previous year. The death rate was increased in pro- 
portion. Malarial diseases, were of course, with the noted 
exceptions, general, and these to a large extent of malignant 
type. Several cases of malarial hematuria proved fatal. 
Malarial troubles were also reported more rebellious this 
season than the previous one, and it was not infrequent to 
hear physicians remark that medicines did not act this year 
a8 they should. June and July were marked by an absolute 
drought. The nights in August were unusually cool. In- 
fluenza (lagrippe) visited our county during its general epi- 
demic, and whilst not directly fatal, proved troublesome and 
long-continued in many instances. Pneumonia was not more 
frequent during this year than the past. MD 

Of eontagious diseases, measles and pertussis visited us in 
‘circumscribed areas. Measles prevailed in June, July and 
August in parts of the northern and southern ends of the 
county and towards the close of August extended to thv cen- 
iral portion. The type was mild and required ro special 
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sanitary interference. Pertussis appeared in the central part 
of Tunica county the latter part of August and continued 
to a large degree during September, October and Novem- 
ber and even this month. Five cases proved fatal. Hæmor- 
rhagic troubles were frequent during the epidemic. Syphi- 
lis and pulmonary tuberculosis are increasing to an alarm- 
ing extent among the negroes. I have in all my yearly 
reports commented on this fact, but I am struck this year 
with the rapid increase, which especially the last mentioned 
disease is making among that race. ` 

Whilst syphilis does not seem to have the same violent 
effect upon the negro as it has on the white man, there is no 
doubt that consumption destroys the former more rapidly. 
. This perhaps on account of the different hygienic surround- 
ings and the complicated syphilitic diathesis. 


WARREN COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. J. W. KING, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I herewith submit my report as chief health officer for 
Warren county for 1890. There has been very little change 
in the population of Warren county since my lastreport. I 
have been unable to get the census figures, but estimate the 
population at 33,000. What increase‘has taken place has 
occurred in Vicksburg. The census returns gave Vicksburg 
13,500, and an enumeration held by the city authorities 
about a month later something over 14,000. 

The death rate has been below the average during the past 
year, and the city and county very healthy. 

During the first two months of the year we had a mild 
epidemic of “lagrippe,” which generally yielded readily to 
treatment, and was not directly fatal in a single case, so far 
as I have been able to asgertain. 

''here were no other endemic or epidemic diseases during 
the year. 

There were no cases of yellow fever, small pox, cholera 
or cerebro-spinal meningetis. There were a few sporadic 
cases of scarlet fever, measles, whooping cough and diph- 
theria. 

The winter of 1889 and 1890 was a remarkable one. We 
had no cold weather till about the 1st of March, when we 
had one or two slight freezes. Vegetation kept green 
throughout the year, and tender fiowers and vegetables were 
blooming and growing in the open air all winter. 

There was a deficit in the average rain-fall and the year 
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was a very dry one, with a remarkable mild winter and a 
cool pleasant summer. 

I know of no accidents from kerosene oil or its products, 

I have from time to time inspected the slaughter houses, 
and during the past year they have all been removed to a 
distance of from one to two miles from the city limits, and 
are now located where they will aog interfere with the 
health or comfort of the city. 

The water for drinking and aalinney purposes is generally 
obtained from underground cisterns, and is pure and whole- 
some. The water works for Vicksburg furnish a supply of 
pure and wholesome water, but it is not yet much used for 
drinking purposes. 

I have inspected the theatres and public halls in Vicksburg. 
They are as a rule well ventilated, and the facilities for 
escape, in case of fire, ample. 

We have two new hotel buildings in Vicksburg, which, 
when completed, will give us good hotel accommodations. 

The school houses in Vicksburg are all new and are prop- 
erly ventilated and heated, but are overcrowded, and we 
need on or two new ones, especially one in the southern part 
of the city. E 

The school houses in the county need repairs, and are 
totally inadequate to meet the requirements of the case. 

I have inspected the county jail and find it kept in good 
sanitary condition. Could not ascertain the number of pris- 
oners for the past year. There are a number of lunatics 
confined in it, some ot whom have been there three or four 
years. The jail i is not a proper place for them, and provis- 
ions ought to be made for their removal to one of our asy- 
lums. 

I have inspected the county poor-house. During the past 
year the main building burned, and ought to be rebuilt. 
There are at present seven inmates, two white and five 
colored. There have been four deaths during the past year, 
one male and three females; causes of death: one cancer of 
breast; one paralysis, and two old age and general debility. 

The other publie buildings in the county I have "Dese 
and find in good sanitary condition. 


MIN U'TEHS—1891. 


Meripran, Miss., April 14, 1891. 


The Board met at 11 o'clock, There were present: Dr. 
J. M. Greene, President; Drs. Toombs, Sexton, Hunter, 
Trotter, Howard, Lowry, Wright, Taylor, Kittrell, Hyer and 
Johnston. ; 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Kittrell the Board proceeded to nomi- 
nate Chief Health Officers of counties to fill oxisting vacan- 
cies, which resulted as follows: 


Holmes ....... c... Dr. R. B. Carson...... _- Durant. 
Lauderdale ........ Dr. M. J. Thompson, ... Meridian. 
Monroe ......... , . Dr. W, M. Paine. ..... , Aberdeen. 
Panola ............ Dr. D. A. Kinchloe ..... Batesville. ' 
Sunflower ......... Dr. Cannon............ Indianola, 
Wayne........... . Dr, W. O. MeNeill...... Euchitta. 
Chickasaw......... Dr. T. M. Beatty....... 

Issaquena .... .... Dr. R. D. Farish....... Mayersville. 
Clarke ....... ....Dr. Frank Walton ..... Quitman. 
Hancock .......... Dr. A. P. Champlin .... Pearlington. 
Sharkey.......... Dr. W. R. Harper.... Rolling Fork. 


The Secretary read a communication from.Dr. J. H. Rauch, 
Secretary Illinois State Board of Health, suggesting a meet- 
ing of representatives from the various State Boards of 
Health in Washington in May, whereupon the following rep- 
resentatives were appointed from this Board: Drs. Lowry 
and Toombs. _ ` 

A communication was also read from Dr. C. O. Probst, 
Secretary, inviting the Board to send delegates to the Na- 
tional Conterence of State Boards of Health. 

On motion the invitation was accepted, and Drs. Lowry 
and Toombs were appointed delegates, 

Dr. Taylor submitted the following amended rules relating 
to temporary licenses and examinations for license to prac- 
tice medicine, which were adopted : 


40 MINUTES OF THE 


RULES AND REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE STATE 
BOARD OF HEALTH AT THEIR ANNUAL MEETING 
IN JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, MARCH, 1882, 


For the government of Boards of Censors in their examina- 
tion for license to practice medicine and prescribing condi-. 
tions upon the compliance with which applicants may be 
granted temporary license to practice medicine in the State 
of Mississippi, under the provisions of an act to regulate the 
practice of medicine in the State of Mississippi, approved 
February 28, 1882. 


Rule 1. No application for examination shall be received, 
unless it is accompanied by the fees prescribed by law, and 
satisfactory evidence of moral character. 

Rule 2. All applications for examination must be made on 
the blanks prescribed by the State Board of Health, which 
will be furnished to applicants by the Censors in their re- 
Spective districts. 

Rule 3. Examinations shall be strictly private. Hach ap- 
plicant shall be examined separately. No person nor book: 
shall be allowed in the room during examinations, and a 
reasonable time shall be allowed each applicant to answer 
such questions ag may be submitted to him in writing by the 
Board of Censors, in the several branches of medicine desig- 
nated in the law. No theoretical or dogmatical questions 
will be allowed, but all examinations must be fair, impartial 
and thorough. 

Rule 4. 'The same questions shall be propounded to all 
applicants examined at any one meeting of any Board of 
Censors, and eight questions shall be propounded on each 
branch of medicine designated in the law. 

Roure 5. Persons desiring a temporary license to practice 
medicine in the State of Mississippi, will make application 
for the same to the Secretary of the State Board of Health, 
accompanied by either a diploma from some Medical Col- 
lege duly authorized by law to confer the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine, or certificate from & Censor from the District in 
which said applicant resides, certifying to the fact of his pos- 
session of and the genuineness of said Diploma. Said appli- 
cant shall also state in his letter of application where he last 
practiced medicine, and that he proposes to locate in the 
State for the practice of his profession, and shall, also, give 
references as his moral character, and accompanying the 
sume with a fee of twenty-five cents. "M 

Rur 6. Applicants for temporary license shall, also, 
‘before such license is granted, make formal application for 
examination‘to the Board of Censors for the District in which 
he desires to' practice medicine. through one of their number, 
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as provided by law, accompanied by a fee of fifteen dollars 
and twenty-five cents, together with & statement of intention 
to apply for a temporary license; and it shall be the duty of 
the Censor receiving said application and fee, to receipt for 
the same to said applicant, and at once no notify the Secre- 
tary of the State Board of Health of the reception of said 
application and fee. ^ 

Runs 7. The foregoing rules having been complied with 
in a satisfactory manner, and the Secretary of the State 
Board of Health having received notification of the formal 
application for examination for license as provided in Rule 
2d, the State Board of Health shall at once, through 
their Secretary, issue a temporary license to practice med- 
icine in the State of Mississippi, as provided for in section 
(15) fifteen of an Act to regulate the practice of medicine in 
the State of Mississippi, approved February 28, 1882. 


Board of Censors of..... .. District will meet at........ 
on first Mondays in April and October. 


The following resolution, offered by Dr. Taylor, was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That each Board of Censors shall keep a full and 
accurate record of every meeting, giving the name address 
school of praetice, colleges attended, whether graduate or 
not, and the per cent. of satisfactory answers.of each appli- 
cant examined; such records to be carefully preserved and 
transmitted to successors in office, by each Board. 

The following resolution offered by Dr. Sexton was 
adopted : , 

Resolved, That'a committee of four be appointed to get 
up a uniform system of questions for future examinations of 
applicants to practice medicine in our State, and the Secre- 
tary be instructed to have said questions prepared and dis- 
tributed to the Censors before each examination in April 
and October. 

The President thereupon appointe the following Com- 
mittee: Drs. Taylor, Sexton, Lowry and Kittrell. 

The Secretary requested that a committee be appointed 
to examine the books and vouchers, and the following com- 
mittee was appointed for the purpose: Drs. Howard, Trot- 
ter and Wright. 

The Board proceeded to nominate a Quarantine Physi- 
cian for the Ship Island Station for the ensuing year, and 
Dr. J. L. Walker was selected. 
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On motion of Dr. Hyer, the salary was fixed at $250.00 
per month. ] i 

On motion, the usual number of employees were allowed 
the station. l 

On motion of Dr. Kittrell, it was decided to begin quar- 
antine at Round Island and Ship Island on May 1st. 

On motion the Board adjourned until 3 o'clock P.M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board met at 3 o'clock p.m. Present: Dr. Greene, 
president, Drs. Wright, Trotter, Kittrell, Hunter, Howard, 
Taylor, McGehee, Toombs, Sexton, Hyer, Lowry and John- 
ston. 

The appeal of Dr. E. J. Mathis from the decision of the 
Censors of the Fourth District was taken up for considera- 
tion, and the decision of the Censors was sustained. 

The appeal of Dr. J. C. Wilkins from the decision of the- 
Censors of the Second District was considered, and the de- 
cision of the Censors was sustained. 

The Board proceeded to elect a President for the ensuing 
year, which resulted in the unanimous choice of Dr. J. M. 
Greene. , 

The fellowing Executive Committee was elected for the 
ensuing year: Drs, Sexton, Hunter and Johnston. Dr. 
Johnston was designated as chairman. 

The committee appointed to examine the Secretary’s 
books and vouchers reported as follows: 


Merman, Miss., April 14, 1891. 


We, your committee appointed to examine the Secretary’s 
books, would respectfully report that we have performed 
that duty and find them correct. 

[Signed.] R. E. Howarp, 
T. R. TROTTER, 
Joun Wrieur. 


The following bills of members for expenses and per 
diem were allowed: Dr Hunter, $18.70; Dr. Hyer, $8.00; 
Dr. Sexton, $21.40; Dr. Greene, $23.70; Dr. Toombs, $36.30 ; 
Dr. McGehee, $41.30; Dr. Lowry, $3.00 ; Dr. Howard, $26.50; 
Dr. Trotter, $28.50; Dr. Kittrell, $37.10; Dr. Taylor, 
$27.50; Dr. Wright, $37.90 ; Dr. Johnston, 12.70. 

On motion; the Board adjourned. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES IN 189i. 


POSTAGE, EXPRESSAGE AND TELEGRAMS (PAID FOR BY THE SEO~ 
«X RETARY OF THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, AND WHIOH IS 


DUE HIM BY THE STATE.) 


1891. Cr. 


Jan. 


Feb. 
April 


May 
June 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Nov. 


—By amount due Secretary on 1890 ...$ 


7—By postoffice box rent, for quarter ead- 


ing March 8l... scawse Rete 
20—By postage stamps. ........... .... 
4— By expressage on money package from 
BHOXi c euo lago EC EP UE 
11—By telegram sent .................. 
11— By postage stamps. .......... — 
20—By postoffice box rent, for quarter end- 
ing June 80.,............ ..... 1 
25—By telegram sent ..  .............. 


29—By expressage on package to Dr. J. 
M. Greene, president, Aberdeen ,.. 
28—By postage stamps...... ea eed US vi 
20—By expressage on money sentto Dr. J. 
L. Walker, Quarantine Physician. . 
4—8By telegram sent .............. LL. 
5—-By telegrams sent and received...... 
6—By telegrams sent and received ..... 
18— By telegrams sent and received, ..... 
22—By telegram 8ent................ss. 
28—By telegram received .... .......... 
24—By telegrams sent and received...... 
25—By telegrams sent and received...,.. 
26—By telegrams sent and received ..... 
7—By expressage on money package from 
Nigholson.cc cg o9 coe eo et yas TM 
7—By expressage on money package sent 
to J. W. Stewart, Secretary Jackson 
County Board of Health.......... 
80—By expressage on money sent to Dr. 
Daniel J. Williams, Quarantine Phy- 
sician, Biloxi....... ........ ... 
1—By telegram received, ......... .... 
8 —By telegrams sent............ sess 
7—By telegram sent ......,........ 00 
7—By expressage on warrants sent to E. 
J. Bowers, Bay St. Louis, for Chas. 
M. Rhodes, I. L. Lyons & Co., New 
Orleans, and E. Glennan, Biloxi... 


0 25 


2 00 
4 00 


bo bo bo 
mn 
e 


T5 
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Nov. 11—By expressage on money sent to Dr. 
Daniel J. Williams, Quarantine Phy- 


sician, Biloxi................uue 1 10 
28—By postage Stàmps.... sarrere 4 00 
Dec.  8—By expressage on money sent to Dr. 
Daniel J. Williams, Quarantine Phy- 
sician, Biloxi...............-.05. 15 
Total ........... esses $ 86 86 
FOR QUARANTINE PURPOSES. 
1891. DR. 
May 28—To amount from Auditor ........... $ 18 00 
28 ——To amount from Auditor ........... 24 25 
Total........ eee eee eee $ 42 25 
1891. Cr. 
May 28—By bill of S. T. Taylor, for storage of 
quarantine property from Novem- 
ber 1, 1889, to May 1, 1991, at Me- 
vidian a,oa see $ 18 00 
28—By bill of J ames Smith, for storage of 
quarantine property at Seranton for 
year 1890, and for affidavit........ 24 2b 
Total eene $ 42 25 
FOR SHIP ISLAND QUARANTINE STATION. 
1891. Dr. 
Feb. 7—To amount rececived from Dr. A. P. 
Champlin, quarantine physician, in 
1890, fees collected at the Ship Is- 
land quarantine station........... $ 270 00 
*May 28 ——To amount from Auditor....... ih AT 8T 
June —To amount fees received from quaran- 
tine station... ..... cece eee eee eee 30 00 
June 20—To amount from Auditor........... 420 00 
July 19--To amount fees received from quaran- 
tine station... ........ ec eee eee eee 34 00 
July 21—To amount from Auditor............ 420, 00 
July 23-31-To amount fees received from quar- : 
antine station...............0. 17 00 
Aug. 24—'To amount fees received from quaran- - 
tine station... .......... cee eee eee 5 00 


*The Auditor has this date May 27th. 
TThe Auditor has this date June roth. 
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Aug. 24—To amount from Auditor............ 420 00 
Aug. 81—To amount fees received from dedi 
tine station............ ..- 27 00 
Sept. 8—To amount fees received from quaran- 
tine station.... 2.2.0... ee eee eee 80 00 
Sept. 80—To amount from Auditor... ... e.c V4 00 
Oct. 3—To amount fees received from quaran- 
tine station...,.. L3 Gales eee 5 00 
Nov. 7—To amount from Auditor............ 50 85 
Nov. 7—To amount from Auditor............ . 28 75 
Nov. 7—To amount from Auditor............ 79 12 
**Nov. 11—To amount from Auditor........... $ 27 00 
**Nov. 11—To amount from Auditor........... 258 24 
**Nov. 11—To amount from Auditor.,........ 460 54 
Dee. 8—To amount from Auditor......... 544 98 ` 
Dec. 15—To amount fees received from quar- 
antine station..... .........eesee 184 50 
Dec.  20— To amount from Auditor........... 4 85 
$ 3488 20 
1891. CR. 


Feb. 7— By amount paid into State Treasury, 
fees collected atthe station for1890.8 270 00 
May 28—By bill I. L. Lyons & Co. for disin- 


fectants and alcohol furnished.. AT 37 
June 6—By amount paid into State Treasury, 

fees from station.... 2... .. seen $80 00 
June 20— By bill F. W. Eaton for carrying mail 

and supplies... is veces waded ooo 85 00 


June 20—By bill Dr. J. L. Walker for services 
as quarantine physician for May and 
for boarding two boatmen and one 


POMILALOR E 295 00 
June 20—By bill P. O. Byrne, for services as 

boatman for month of May...... . » 80 00 
June 20—By bill M. G. McSwain, for services as 

fumigator for month of May....... 30 00 
June 20—By bill H. Necaise, for services as 

boatman for month of May........ ' 80 00 
July 21—By amount paid into State pasa. 

fees from station.......... suus. 34 00 


July 21—By bill Dr. J. L. Walker, for services 
as quarantine physician for month 
of June and for boarding two boat- 
men and one fumigator bar hls dafs 295 00 


#*The Auditor has these dates Nov. roth. 
e 


Nov. 


MINUTES OF THE 


21—By bill M. G. McSween, for services as 


fumigator for month of June...... 
21—By bil Lamar Walker, for services as 

boatman for month of J une, ...... 
21.—By bill Henry Niecaise, for services as 

boatman for month of June...... 


21—By bill F. W. Eaton, for carrying mail 
and supplies for station for month 
OF JUNG. 5 sa EA Em 

81—By amount paid into State Treasury, 
fees from station. ............206, 


. 24—By amount paid into State Treasury, 


fees trom station........... 
24— By bill M. G McSween, for services as 
fumigator for month of July, . 


. 24—By bill Dr. J. L. Walker, for services 


as quarantine physician for month 
of July and for boarding three men, 


. 24—By bill Henry Necaise, for services as 


boatman for month of J pis PN 
24 —— By bill Lamar Walker, for services as 
boatman for month of July....... 


. 24—By bill F. W. Eaton, for carrying mail 


and supplies to station for month of 
duly5edocude cud dados ed Coe s 
7—By aout paid into State Treasury, 
fees from station............ 6000 
8—By amount paid into State Treasury, 
fees from station.....,... spesse 


. 90—By bill Judson Batton, for services as 


boatman, from 10th to28th of Aug., 


inelusivo verrai cer es K*ag e 
80—By bill Henry Neocaise, for services as 
boatman for August, io 28th.,..... 


By bill W. G. MoSween, for services 

as tumigator for August, to 28th .. 
12—By amount paid into State Treasury, 
fees from Station................ 
T—By bill E. Glennan, for articles fur- 
nished the Station............... 
Cae UE R. Caillanet, for repairs on 
7—By pil I. L. Lyons & Co., for disin- 
fectants and alcohol...... cm 
11—By bill Henry Necaise, for services as 
boatman 2 days in month of August, 

(28th to 31st), and for 25 days in 
September, ending 25th..... ..... 


80 00 
30 00 
80 .00 


85 00 


17 00 
5 00 
80 00 


295 00 


80 00 


80 00 


85 00, 
27 00. 
80 00 


18 00 
28 00 
28 00 
5 00 
50 85 
28 75 
79 12 


27 00 
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Nov. 11—By bill Dr. J. L. Walker, for services 
as Quarantine Physician, from Aug. 

Ist to 27th, inclusive, and for 
boarding two boatmen and one 
fumigator for same time,.......... 
11—By bill F. W. Eaton for carrying mail 
and supplies to Station for month of 
Lure m i e audias 
11—By bill of Dr, Dawl J. Williams, for 
services as Quarantine Physician for 

. four days during August.......... 
11—By bill L. J. Batton, for services as 
boatman for two days in August, 

(28th to 31st) and for entire month 

of September........ "n ——Á 
11— By bill F. W. Eaton, for carrying mail 
and supplies to Station for month of 
September .... csse dene seors 
11—By bill John Tynes, for&serviees as 
‘boatman for five days i’ September 

(26th to 80th inclusive)/.......... 
11—By bill Dr. Dan’l J. Williams, forser- 
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258 24 


85 00 


82 25 


82 00 


Pd 


85 00 


Pd 


5 00 


vices as Quarantine Physician for" 


month of September, and for board- 
ing two employees for month, and 
one employee for 22 days......... 
11— By bill M. G. McSween, for services as 
fumigator tor two days in August, 
and for month of Sept., to 22d.... 


11—By bill Dr. Dan’! J. Williams, for : 


boarding three employees four days 


in August (28th to 31st, inclusive). 


‘Dec, 8—By Bill F. W. Eaton, for carrying mail 
and supplies to Station in Novem- 
ber for 10 days..... . phuussagsndu 

8—By bill Dr. Dawl J. Williams, for ser- 
vices a8 Quarantine Physician for 10 
days, in November, and for board- 
ing two employees for 10 days..... 

8—By bill John Tynes, for services as 
boatman during month of October. 
8—By bill John Tynes, for services as 
boatman 10 days in November.... 
8—By bill Judson Batton, for services as 
boatman for month of October.... 
8—By bill Judson Batton, for services as 
boatman for 10 days in November. 


291 50 
24 00 
5 79 
11 65 
98 88 
30 00 
10 00 


80 00 


10 00 
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Dec 8—By bill E. B. Chambers, for services 
as fumigator for month of October. 80 00 

8—By bill F. W. Eaton, tor carrying mail 
and supplies for month of October, 85 00 

8—By -Bil Dr. Dan J. Williams, for 

‘services as Quarantine Physician 

for month of October, and for board. 

ing three employes for month ef 


October ........ E exces had AREA 295 00 
15—-By amount paid into State Treasury, 

fees from Station....... PD a 184 50 
28—By bill E. Glennan, for articles fur- 

nished the Station ........ ... M 4 85 

M $ 8,488 20 


FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF THE OUTBREAK OF YELLOW FEVER AT 
JACKSON IN 1888, 


1891. Dr. 
Nov. 7—To amount from Auditor.......... $ 40 00 
1891. Or. 


Nov. 7—By bill of Chas. M. Rhodes, for haul- 
ing, unloading, storing and handling 
camp equipage (as per agreement 
with Adjt..General Henry, which 
was borrowed from State Militia for 
refuge camps in 1888. This bill was 
not presented until 1891.,........ $ 40 00 


$ 40 00 


AMOUNT FURNISHED JACKSON OOUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH TO 
ASSIST IN CONDUCTING THEIR SEA-QOAST QUARANTINE, 
) 


(Under the Provisions of an Act supplementary to an Act 
io amend the Statutes in regard to Boards of Health, ap- 
proved February 28, 1880.) l 


"May DB uot Eunh a erR 0$ 500 00 
j5eptomber Teta nee ee a ed aao cd eR 1000 00 
Tolles 625 ate es ebore P Vibe Ea S1500 00 


*The Auditor has this date May 27th, 
TThe Auditor has this date September 12th; 
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EXPENSES OF MEMBERS AND THEIR PER DIEM IN 
ATTENDING MEETING. 
MEETING AT MERIDIAN ON APRIL l4TH, 1891. 


J BUCO S Seo xv oe te ae One ke eo $9 18 70 
W. F. Hyer........ ATE E EE A P ico 8 00 
Ti Sexto Diesin ka ue E Rae come LR dates A ESSEN 21 40 
J. M, Greene,, MO PM Rea e o apenas . 28 70 
R. 8. Toombs ....... xe isi Got esl utes Auch le e) 86 80 
E. L. McGehee ..,........- Pe ee em E ef e. 41 80 
M ud. LOWLY ac eater Aiea Ee ee eee 8 00 
R. E. Howard......... TEE moMop TR 26 50 
Um bcusq RM caste dicen sd Kear aie bon eects T 28 50 
B: Ee Rittréll iava «ate tees Oe chu cS NS 87 10 
J. M. Taylor ........ rem wees: 27 DU 
John WHERE cw dad panne te dran vU e 87 90 
Wirt Johnston 2444.0. 2a eee IOS ae we wale ES „=>. 12 70 

Total auct ouo n aac mE ...8 817 60 
SECRETARY'S SALARY... .... eee es MR $ 800 00 


REPORT OF DR. E, F. GRIFFIN, QUARANTINE PHYSI- 
CIAN, PORT OF PASCAGOULA. 


To the State Board of Health of Mississippi: 


I submit the following as my report of quarantine opera- 
tions at the port of Pascagoula for the season of 1891: 

Quarantine was enforced on May the first, and continued 
until November the tenth, a period of six months and 10 days. 

During this time one hundred and four vessels arrived at 
the station of the following classes: Steamships, four ; 
schooners, sixty-seven; barks, twenty ; brigs, eleven ; steam 
tugs, two. Of these, fiffy-four were from foreign ports, 
and fifty from climatic ports. Twenty-two were subjected 
to quarantine and disinfection. 

None of these vessels were known to have infection on 
board during the season. One American vessel arrived late 
in October from Rio Janerio, via Barbgdoes, which had 
small pox on board while at Rio, and was sent to the North 
Gulf Quarantiue Station for treatment. 

Quarantine operations moved along in the usual routine 
way, and I have nothing of especial interest to report. The 
station is fairly well fitted out with boats, buildings and 
wharves, which have been kept in repair by the employees 
without extra expense, except for material. 

You are referred to report of Seoretary and Treasurer for 
amount of receipts and expenditures. 

In conclusion, permit me to suggest the propriety of the 
President or Executive Committee of your Board visiting this 
station atleast once a year during the existence of quarantine. 

Moss Point, Miss., November 12, 1891. 


Msc 


SHIP ISLAND QUARANTINE STATION, 


REPORT OF DAN'L J, WILLIAMS, QUARANTINE PHYSIOIAN, 


I have the honor of making the following report of the 
work of Ship Island Quarantine Station of Mississippi Ser- 
vice: 


SHIP ISLAND QUARANTINE SERVICE. 


DATE OF 
DATE OF TREATMENT OF 
NAME OF VESELS. ere WHERE FROM. DESTINATION. IHRE mE 

Forest Home.............. April 30/Tampico, Mex........... English Lookout.|]Inspected ...;|May 1 
Stanford i ceepecasc ra as ve May 2 a ShipIsland ..... Disinfected .May 7 
Lillian Hyatt.............. May 4 í Pearlington e May 8 
Schooner Segrin ...... .... May 5)/Progresso............... " s May 9 
Schooner Rebeca Tulane (a).|May  16|Vera Cruz via Round Is- 

land lil cce eee deti Ship Island...... Inspected ...|May 16 
Sch’r Jos. M. Fitzpatric (b)..|May 28|Vera Cruz via Gulf Quar- 

pigri Ht Pearlington .....]............ May 28 
Schooner Magnolia (b)...... May 28|Matanzas via Gulf Quar- 

anne... lc vo e ERE e Handsboro ...... Inspected....|May 28 
Bark Ella M. Watts (b).....|JJune 3/Havana via Gulf Quaran- 

DID 29 Soave 604p Eee Ship Island...... Inspected.. ..June — 
A. M. Ship Fawn (b) ....... June 13|Rio Janeiro via Gulf Quar- 

BBlno. acus sees eed vars Ship Island. ..... Inspeeted.... June 13 
Steamship Norfolk......... June 18jNew York .............. " B June 13 
Nor. Bark Rota............ June 1T7|St. Thomas.............. e Disinfected..|June 24 
Schooner Segrin ........... June 20|Progresso............... Pearlington...... EUM June 25 
Schooner Three Brothers(c).|June 22|Biloxi.... ............. Ship Island...... i Not re- 


corded 


6G 
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SHIP ISLAND QUARANTINE SERVICE—Conrinvep. 


Steamship Asloon..... .... June 
Steamship Sav Albokal 1). .|June 
Steamship Texan (b)........|July 


Brig Rosella Smith (b)...... July 
Mable Hooper (2).......... J uly 
Ship Olieva (b) ............ July 
Ship Crown Pririce (b). ..... July 
Ship Revolving Light (b)... .|July 
‘Schooner Magnolia (b). ees July 
Ship Ceylon. ............. July 


Schooner Three Brothers (c).|July 
Sch’r Lillie eee (9. „July 


26/New York .............. Ship Island. ..... Inspected.. . 
30/Gulf Quarantine ......... « i: 
liNew Orleans via Gulf Quar- 
anne. oco uei e Ship Island...... Inspected.. .. 
6 Havana via Gulf Quaran- |. 
euo em Ship Island...... Inspeeted. nl 
; l2|Fugra via Round Island,. H 
`: 19/Rio Janeiro via Gulf Quar- Tur 

ANUNG. C Ship Island...... Inspected.... 
17|Rio Janeiro via Gult Quar- dee 

cin C Ship Island...... Inspected.... 
23| Rio Janeiro via Gulf Quar- 2M: 

p P €— Ship Island...... Inspected.... 
27|Matanza via Gulf Quaran- 

DD MERC Handsboro ...... Inspeoted.... 
24|Montevidio .... ........ Ship Island...... Disinfected .. 
2f BIOS S ose pk Pers ‘3 s 
30 « té [14 

4| Vera Cruz via Gulf Quar- 

np ———————À Pass Christian. ..|/Inspected.... 
10|Rio Janeiro via Gulf Quar- 

anllhe.c.ioreci shakes vs Ship Island...... Inspected... ; 


12/Vera Cruz via Pensacola, 
Fla., via Gulf Quarantine'New Orleans .. 


. .|Inspeeted.. . . 
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SHIP ISLAND QUARANTINE SERVICE. CoNwrINUED. 


NAME OF VESSEL. WHERE FROM. 


Schooner Lillian Hyatt.... |Aug. 18|New Orleans........ ....|Pearlington...... ....|Aug. 138 
Schooner Segrin ........... Aug. lb|Progresso............... isi ..|Aug. 21 


— T TE Pearlington...... 


Schooner Palos............ Aug. 18|New Orleans............. Pass Christian... Aug. 18 
War Bark Stanley.......... Aug. 19/Buenos Ayres ........... Ship IsJand...... ..|JSept. 2 
Fr. Bark Providence (d)... |Aug. 21|Havre.............. s Sept. 7 
Nor. Bark Julia (b).... .... Aug. 


Sloop Francis Cunningham(e). Aug. 30/Paseagoula. ............ Sept. .2 
Sch’r Lillie Armstrong (c).../Aug. 2l1|Biloxi.................. Sept. 23 
Bark Belvider..... ....... Sept. 1/Philadelphia ............ “ Sept. 1 
Eng. Bark Callexine........ Sept. 1|/Montevidio via Barbados. . i Sept. 23 
Schooner Secundus......... Sept. 2|Tuxpan........ ........ Pearlington...... Sept. 9 
Brig Ànne Madison ....... Sept. 7/San Juan, P. R .......... a Sept. 14 
Nor. Bark Sahein.......... Sept. 10)Amsterdam ............. Ship Island...... Sept: 10 
Ger. Bark Berta Durham (f )Sept. 9|Rio Janeiro ..,.......... K Disinfected . . | .— — —— 


kj 


Td 
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SHIP ISLAND QUARANTINE SERVICE. Continven. 


Schooner Gesine (b)........ Sept. 16/Tampico via Gulf Quaran- 
tine... 6.0... wees eee Ship Island...... Inspected... .|Sept. 16 
Nor. Prince Regent (b. g)...|Sept. 26|Rio Janeiro via Gulf Quar- 
OntiNne........ 2. cee eee Ship Island...... Inspected.. . .|Sopt. 27 
Brit. Bark Saga (b) ........ Sept. 28Imbetiba via Gulf Quaran- 
tine ,......useeeeeeees ShipIsland...... Inspected....|Sept. 38 
Fr. Bark Haiten ........... Sept. 29/Billos...............06. « « Sept. 29 
Am. Schooner Magnolia..... Sept. 29|Matanzas via Gulf Quaran- 
time .. 0... eee eee eee Handsboro ...... Inspected....|Sept. 29 
"Sehooner Philadelphia (c)...|Oct. 10/Gulf Quarantine ......... Biloxi........... « Oct. 10 
"Eng. Bark Seladon......... Oct. 18j|Liverpool............... Ship Island...... Oct. 18 
Schooner Gribaldi (c)....... Oct. 21/Gulf Quarantine ......... Biloxi.......... « ` jOct. 21 
Schooner Segrin........... Oct. 28|Progresso.............. Pearlington...... Disinfected..,Oct. 3 
Nor. Bark Florida ......... Nov.  2|Rio Janeiro via Gulf Quar- 
Antine... 66.6... cece eee Ship Island...... Inspected....'Nov. 2 
Eng. Ship City of Liverpool.|Nov.  8'Greenoch ....... TPEDED e ve Nov. 38 


(a) Disinfected at Horn Island Station. 
(b) Disinfected at Gulf Quarantine. 
(c) Ballast lighter. 
d) Held because of unsanitary condition. 
(e) Held and fined $25 for trespassing and communicating with Nor. Bark Stanley while in quarantine. 
(f) Went ashore on west end of island night of September 9; two days later was abandoned as a total 
wreck. Hull then disinfected before any communication was allowed. 
(g) Detained in ballast grounds until October 4, for observation. 
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56 REPORT OF QUARANTINE PHYSICIAN. 


During the season dating from May 1, to November 10, 
. fifty-five vessels have been entered on quarantine register. 
Of this number thirty-eight were from suspected or infected 
ports; four from healthy foreign ports; six from home 
ports and seven were ballast lighters used at this station, and 
at Gulf quarantine. Of the fifty-five vessels, twenty were 
disinfected at this station; twenty-three at Gulf quarantine 
and one at Horn Island; ten were given free practice with- 
out detention, being from healthy ports and having had no 
communication with infected vessels during voyage; one 
was detained and fined $25 for tresspassing and communi- 
cating with a vessel in quarantine. 

A large percentage of vessels coming from suspected or 
infected ports has necessitated vigilance on the part of the 
quarantine authorities, and we feel that they may. congratu- 
late themselves on the fact that no contagious disease 
has succeeded in passing any of the stations, notwithsiand- 
ing their increased prevalence in foreign ports and especially 


so in those from which most vessels entering here have 


sailed. | 

Some repairs on the physician's quarters have been made, 
gutters put up, wharves built and boats repaired. 

The expenditures of stations have been as little as possible 
during my charge of same. Nothing having been purchased 
except those things absolutely essential. » 

I wish to recommend the purchase of one if not two Gould's 
force pumps, Challenge No. 8, with attachments, the station 
thereby being enabled to dispense with the services of one 
employee, thereby reducing expenses for the season some 
$250, and at the same time rendering possible the more com- 
plete disinfection of all vessels, 

Very respectfully, 
: Your obedient servant, 


P Danret J. WILLIAMS. 


J 
* 
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- ADAMS COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. L, E, PROFILET, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


I have the honor to make the following report concerning 
the sanitary condition of Ádams county for the year ending 
September 80, 1891: 

While there has been no severe epidemic save a return of 
“lagrippe,” there have been throughout the year occasional 
cases of diphtheria and typhoid fever, giving the semblance of 
endemic diseases, as they developed so regularly, and in few 
instances could they be traced apparently to contagion or 
local causes; in fact, not a few have developed in locations 
ordinarily considered the most healthy. 

During the month of October there were cases of diph- 
theria and typhoid fever, though, as I have stated, I am in- 
clined to think there were one or more cases of each in each 
month during the entire year. During this month the 
weather was generally mild and pleasant until the 27th, 
when we had for a day or two the coldest snap we had last 
winter, the temperature indicating by the government ther- 
mometer 80° F., when there was ice and frost for three days 
succeeding. 

During the month of November there was little sickness ; 
weather was warm and summery and very dry, as there 
was no rain during the month. . 

During the months of December and January it was cold 
and rainy, though the temperature was never so low as dur- 
ing the cold snap in October, nor down to freezing. The 
most notable sickness at this time was the grippe, which 
paid us a second visit, and was very prevalent, pervading 
all classes and ages, and of a severer type than the epidemic 
of the previous year, not & few deaths having resulted from 
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its effects. During the epidemic of the year previous there 
was no death reported, though the disease was very general, 
and, according to my observation, those affected were ex- 
empted from an attack this year. 

In March, diphtheria in malignant form occurred in a fam- 
ily in an apparently protected locality, and two deaths were 
the result. It was thought best to adopt radical measures 
to eradicate the disease, almost everything that had been in 
contact with the infected persons being burned. A bill of 
one hundred and eighty dollars for articles destroyed was 
allowed by the city authorities. Of persons outside of the 
family exposed, only two contracted the disease. One was 
a lady who had kindly assisted in nursing the sick, and who 
had on former occasions been exposed without contracting 
the disease, and the other was a servant of the family. Both 
had very light cases. I reported these cases to you at the 
time. Pneumonia of quite a fatal form was very prevalent 
about this time. Many of the cases undoubtedly could be 
traced to attacks of the grippe. 

The weather was unusually raw and trying during the past 
winter and spring, though the temperature was not unusu- 
ally low. There were sporadic cases of measles late in the 
spring, but no epidemic. There has not been a case of 
small pox in the county. Of course, during the summer 
there were the usual forms of malarial fevers, but not of 
severe type. 

"lam gratified to report that our new county jail is now 
nearly ready for occupation. It will supply a want long sadly 
needed, both for sanitary and safety reasons. It is a hand- 
some building and erected according to modern ideas of 
architecture and sanitation. Provision will be made spe- 
cially for the unfortunate lunatics unavoidably confined 
there, whose lot is deplorable enough at best. Theonly two 
deaths in the jail during the past year have been from that 
class. 


ALCORN COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. W. B. SANFORD, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


As Chief Health Officer of Alcorn county, I submit the 
following as my annual report: 

Alcorn forms a part of the north boundary of the State. 

It has about 13,000 inhabitants, about 5,000 of which are 
` whites and one-third colored. The educable children in the 
county are 8,872 whites, 1,164 colored. The number of schools 
in the county are forty-nine whites, eighteen;colored. Corinth 
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is the county site, and has about 3,500 inhabitants. The 
public buildings in Corinth: nine churches, three school 
houses (two white and one colored), one theatrical hall, a 
courthouse and jail. With the exception of the hall, I 
have the pleasure to report all in good condition and so con- 
structed as to be healthtul and comfortable. They are well 
lighted and ventilated, and nearly all constructed after the 
fecent modes of architecture, with the exception of the 
school buildings, all of which are too small for the num- 
‘ber of pupils, and are poorly lighted and ventilated. 

In Alcorn county we have three towns: Corinth, situated 
at the junction of the M. & C., and M.& O. railroads, three 
miles from the Tennessee and Mississippi line, and has about 
8,400 inhabitants; Rienzi, situated fourteen miles south of 
Corinth, on the M. & O. railroad, and has about 160 inhab- 
itants; Kossuth, situated nine miles south-west of Corinth, 
and has about one hundred inhabitants. We have in this 
county eighteen postoffices. 

We have in the county four manufacturing establishments, 
viz: The W. T. Adams Iron Works, the Alcorn Woolen 
Mills, the Spoke and Hub Factory and the Gerheart Broom 
Factory. In these works from three to four hundred hands 
„are constantly employed. 

There are in Alcorn county twelve regular practicing 
physicians, from whom I gather the following statistics re- 
garding the health and deaths of the county for ihe year 
1891: According to their reports and my own observation, 
there has been about the same as in former years; the most 
prevalent diseases being the ordinary malarial, intermittent 
and remittent fevers, typhoid fever, catarrhal fever, pneumo- 
nia, bronchitis, dysentery, yellow jaundice, rheumatism, 
gout, neuralgia, and also a few cases of organic lung, heart 
and kidney troubles. 

So far as I have been able to learn, there has been nothing 
unusual in the prevalence of any of the above mentioned 
diseases. 

During the year we have .had nothing in the way of 
epidemics; no small pox, yellow fever, scarletina, chotera, 
and comparatively few cases of measles, whooping cough or 
mumps. The number of deaths in the county during the 
year cannot be ascertained. 

As to the sanitary condition of the county, especially in 
the towns, I am compelled to report, very unfavorable. The 
municipal boards give no attention to sanitation whatever, 
and the law vesting the right, as it does, in the municipal 
boards regarding sanitation, should be changed and the 
whole right and power veated in the Chief Health Officer. 
Asit is, the Chief Health Officer can only advise, which, ac- 
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cording to my observation and experience, accomplishes 
very little. 

The sanitary condition of the poorhouse of this county is 

anything but what it should be. The houses are ordinary. 
“box houses," cold, poorly lighted and ventilated. The 
keeper is allowed only $4.00 per month for the board, nurs- 
ing and washing for an inmate, which is altogether insuffi. 
cient to even supply the necessaries of life. 
. I have tried to get a list of the births that have occurred 
in the county during the year, but have failed to get any- 
thing reliabel, hence I am unable to make any report regard- 
ing them. ` 


AMITE COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. 0. H. BATES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


I have the honor of transmitting to you my annual report 
tor Amite County, ending September 80th, A. D., 1891. 

‘We have in the county 18,234 inhabitants. Among the 
inhabitants we have not had more than 50 per cent. of our 
usual amount of sickness. With the exception of “la grippe” 
which became almost universal about the 22d day of Decem- 
ber, we have had an unusually healthy year, and from the 
report of our physicians the mortality does not exceed eight 
per thousand. 

We had our greatest amount of sickness during the months 
of December and February, which;was caused by “la grippe" 
with its associated complications. 

Of the diseases less prevalent this year than usual are 
those of remittent fever, intermittent fever and flux, Itisa 
notable fact that these two fevers have been decreasing year 
by year for a number of years, and it is perhaps due to the 
progressive opening up of the country, giving thusly a more 
perfect drainage to the dens of malaria. For the decrease 
in flux we do not even advance a reason, suffice it to say 
that all conditions were favorable for its production—a 
heated fall attended by long drought—but we had only a 
few scattering cases and they were usually of a mild form. 

We still report the existence of typhoid fever, but do not 
think there has been as many cases this year as last. 

We had two cyclones to pass through the county on the 
6th of July, one passing through the center of the county 
while the other passed through eleven miles west. Both 
were destructive in their paths of travel, blowing down 
houses of all kinds and even carried some portions of houses 
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for a long distance in their current. We only heard of two 
persons being killed and several wounded. 

We have no public houses in the county except the court- 
house, county jail, poor house and some public school houses, 
The county poor house has been recently repaired but is 
not used by the county for the purpose of keeping the poor 
in, as the board of supervisors think they can be better cared 
tor and more economically kept by letting them remain in 
private familes throughout the county, the county paying 
the expense of trouble. 

I have examined the county jail; itis nicely kept and its 
inner walls have been whitewashed. It is well ventilated 
but not heated, and is therefore very disagreeable to prison- 
ers during the winter months. We have had confined in the 
jail thirty-five prisoners since my last report. There has 
not been any sickness of any consequence among the pris- 
oners, and no deaths. 

We do not know of any diseases contracted from animals 
in the county or from impure milk, nor of any accidents 
occurring from kerosine oil, petroleum, gasoline or other 
products of petroleum. 

The natural source of our water for drinking and culinary 
purposes is derived from wells and is perfectly healthy. 

The county has very much improved the sanitary condi- 
tion of the public school houses. As a rule they are well 
ventilated, lighted and heated by means of stoves or chim- 
neys. Our county hastaken a great interest in education 
for the last few years and suitable school houses have been 
built. . 

I am sorry I cannot give a complete registration of births. 
Physicians fail to report the same, therefore it is impossible 
for me to give or even approximate the birthsin the county. 
I hope the State Board of Health will ask the next Legisla- 
ture for the passage of a law to have all the births and deaths 
reported, 


CLAY COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. B. A. DUNCAN, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In compliance with instructions emanating from the 
State Board of Health, I hereby submit my report, which 
though short, yet embraces, I think, everything of import- 
ance connected with the duties of my office. 

The population of Clay county is about twenty thousand, 
As to the number of deaths in the county I have but limited 
means of knowing as we have no County Medicine Society. 
* > 


i 
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This in my opinion is alamentable fact, in the majority of 
counties in our own State if not in most counties of every 
State in the Union; but I am assured by consultation with 
the physicians in our various neighborhoods, that we have 
had unusually poor health. Contagious disenases—some of 
these, like the poor who are always with us, viz: Hooping- 
cough, measels, itch and their kind. ` 


The death rate has been very satisfactory, to the physic- 
ians if not to the patients. Whether you shall ascribe that to 
the skill of our doctors or to the extreme pleasant and dry 
weather, or the seasons, might be a matter of discussion, but 
at any rate we will give itto the M. D., for you know their 
praise is but little and very much needed. Now as for our 
little city, we have more and better data to guide us. Our 
population, we think, is about thirty-five hundred; the 
deaths from all causes is twenty-four, as from our mortuary 
report, viz: 

Catarrah f,2; enteritis, 4; pneumonia, 3; senility, 1; 
heart disease, 1; peritonitis, 1; congestion, brain, 1; intes- 
tinal obstructions, 2; gastro-entro-collitis, 1; tetanus, 1; 
eniro-collitis, complicated with bronchitis, 1; consumption 
of lungs and bowels, 1; meningitis convulsions, 1; hemi- 
plejia, 1; plexo-pneumonia, 1. 


The births from our city record only show 17, but it 
should perhaps show 30 or more, because in a town like ours 
where there is.80 great a proportion of the colored popula- 
tion, they having their “ old grannies” who do. their work 
for good or bad; at any rate, it is never reported they fear- 
ing that our grand jury might get after them for practicing 
without license. How shall we remedy this evil, for 
it exists in other cities, towns and neighborhoods in the 
State? This I think is a question that could, with benefit, 
be brought before the attention of the next State Medical 
Association. I am informed by Dr. C. C. Brothers, our 
city health officer, that our jail and surroundings are being 
kept in a fair sanitary condition. Our houses of public 
entertainment are sufficiently well ventilated and provided 
with fire escapes, for any ordinary emergency. He also tells 
me that our public scho61 buildings for both white and col- 
ored are kept in such a condition that we would not be 
afraid to have them examined and compared with any in 
the State. The number of inmates that have been in jail is 
98 for the year; cases of sickness and deaths, 1; and- that 
case was brought in a mattress from the country 12 miles 
distant. Our poor house is in fair condition with a matron 
who understands and endeavors to discharge her duties. 
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COPIAH COUNTY. 


^ 


REPORT OF DR. G. W. PURNELL, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


I will endeavor to answer the questions embraced in your 
circular of recent reception, seriatim, and as fully and satis- 
factorily as possible. 

From the fact that no register of births and deaths is kept, 
possessing no statistics or data from which to compile or 
even approximate a full report of these, and from the fur- 
ther fact that the physicians of our county keep no record 
of such events, my inability to answer some questions pro- 
pounded in your memorandum, and my ignorance of others, 
should be condoned. 

The number of inhabitants of Copiah county is, at this 
date, about thirty thousand and five hundred (30,500) souls. 

The number of deaths in our county for the past year can- 
not be approximately given. 

The amount of sickness from all causes during the year 
has been Iess than during previous years. : 

The death rate has been below that of previous years. 

La grippe and measles were more prevalent during the 
year, and especially from the former were the. number of 
deaths increased during its prevalence. For this prevalence 
and severity I can assign no cause. Malarial diseases of all 
kinds were less prevalent than during past years, which I 
attribute to the dry, good weather, amounting in the end to 
quite a severe drought; which prevailed during the hot sum- 
mer months, extending into the fall, when malarial diseases 
of all kinds are wont-to prevail. 

The cause of the high death rate from la grippe I think 
is due to the fact that, in its incipiency, many cases were, 
neglected; also, some, either predisposed to, or actually 
suffering from, pulmonary troubles, especially those ad- 
vanced in years, were physically unable to withstand the 
force and prostrating onslaught of this terrible disease, and 
succumbed. 

Less than usual mortality was attained trom malarial dis- 
eases and from typhoid fever, due to the fact of their pre- 
vailing to a less degree, and their exceptional mildness. 

Our highest death rate was reached during the months of 
January, February and'Mareh. From May until December 
we were unusually blessed with a low rate of mortality. 

No disease of an unusual occurrence prevailed in our lo- 
eality. 

Typhoid fever, and measles to a great extent, appeared in 
certain portions of our county, mild in form. 

I have been unable to learn of a case of yellow fever, 
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small pox, cholera, scarlet fever, whooping cough, (although 
this disease probably occurred), cerebro-spinal meningitis, 
or diphtheria occurring during the past year in our county. 
Measles broke out in our public school in Hazlehurst, and 
was communicated from scholar to scholar, demanding a 
short suspension of the school, and thus a large section of 
our county was inoculated. 

I know of no diseases occurring among animals, except 
those incident to carelessness and lack of proper attention. 

Iam totally unable to give a statement of the nietereo- 
logical condition during the past year; neither can I give 
any facts bearing upon the causation or commuaicability of 
diseases. 

I know of no accidents occurring from the use of petro- 
leum, kerosene oil, gasoline, or other products of petroleum. 
Accidents of this kind, unless fatal in their character, are 
seldom known beyond the immediate locality of their oc- 
currence. 

I know of no unsanitary condition being present in our 
county. 

Slaughter houses, market houses and butcher stalls, as 
far as they have come under my observation, are kept in a 
clean and sanitary condition. 2 

Water for drinking and culinary purposes is generally 
obtained from wells, although in towns cisterns are daily 
becoming more in use. The operatives in the Mississippi 
Mills, located at;Wesson, many hundreds in number, are sup- 
plied with drinking water from a clearrunning creek. This 
water, a8 is that of our whole county, as a rule, is pure and 
wholesome. 

No special prevalence of disease has been noticed in con- 
nection with the use of water from any source. 

The contraction of disease from impure milk has in no 
instance come to my knowledge. 

Each of the three towns in our county boasts of one or 
more publie halls or theatres. Faler Hall at Hazlehurst, 
Kendall Hall at Crystal Springs, Sexton's Hall and Rowan's 
- Hall at Wesson, constitute aboutthenumber. Some of these 
are well ventilated, others not so well so, and none are pro- 
vided with fire escapes. - i 

The school houses in our- towns are fine specimens of 
architectural skill, and are in excellent sanitary condition, 
being well ventilated, heated and lighted. Those in the 
country as a rule are rather more primitive in their con- 
struction, rather poorly heated, generally well lighted, but 
blessed with a superabundance of ventilation. But the im- 
poverished condition of our farmers render a higher or 
more modern style of architecture unattainable. 
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I have frequently examined our county jail, and found it 
always both properly heated and ventilated. Its sanitary 
condition is most excellent, better than the average private 
home. The total number of prisoners confined therein dur- 
ing the year is about one hundred and sixty. Some of these 
were inmates only a few hours, others from a few days to 
several months, The number of cases of sickness has not 
exceeded eight. The disease most common has been syphi- 
lis. There has not occurred a death. 

The sanitary condition of our poor house is also -good. 
The number of inmates has been eighteen. The number of 
cases of sickness has been eight. The diseases have been 
rheumatism and general debility, resulting from broken 
down constitutions and old age, as every inmate is either a 
cripple, broken down by age and poverty, or mentally un- 
sound. The total number of deaths during the year 
amounted to six; the cause generally being from debility 
and extreme prostration; one from paralysis. : 

The only other publie building in our county is our court 
house, which is in good sanitary condition. 

I am totally unable to give even an approximate number 
of deaths and births. 

The lack of any source from which to derive information 
of the number of births, deaths and accidents is indeed de- 
plorable, and can only in my opinion be remedied by judi- 
cious legislation bearing on this important subject, which 
will tend to keep us abreast with other States, where the 
strong arm of the law compels obedience to its demands. 


De SOTO COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. T. M. JONES, OHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


In submitting the following, as health officer of DeSoto 
county, to your esteemed and honorable body, I would pre- 
face by stating that my report can only become interesting 
merely as an integral factor on the negative side of the 
question, to establish the fact that there has been nothing 
new or startling in my field of investigation. I havo laid 
bare no concealed truths or grand phenomena that concern 
the sanitarian or medicine man, that have not already been 
ascertained or explained by my predecessors in the fields of 
investigation, I hold, however, that no news can possibly 
be bad news, and be a health officer's report never so trite 
and common-place, ibis as much his imperative duty to re- 
port to headquarters at your appointed periods as if he had 
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immortalized himself with unprecedented success and grand 
discoveries of new truths. I regret to find in your compiled 
reports and published minutes that some of your appointed 
chief health officers of counties in the State have so con- 
strued the functions of their office as to mean, unless they 
have something out of the regular line, to make no report 
at all. I take it that if each successive report for ten years 
should be verbatim et literatum as recording the facts, it 
teaches us by the preponderance of recorded evidence that 
the cause for certain' morbid conditions of the inhabitants of 
those particular localities continue to exist and persist,which 
enables us to know or try to find out with what weapons to 
arm ourselves to meet the foe. As you know I am located 
in the center of a county in the extreme northern border of 
our State, the confines of which on the east and south are 
surrounded by Cold Water River bottom; on the west by 
the Mississippi River bottom, and on the north by the State 
. of Tennessee. I deal with this much geography that you 
may judge from the topography that in this latitude we 
would necessarily infer from a thermal point of view, that 
when the thermometer rises above 78 degrees fah. and 
remains there and above for some length of time, one of the 
leading features in all our diseases would necessarily be a 
malarial element—such for the past twenty-thred or four 
years, since which my observations began from a pro- 
fessional standpoint—has been the facts. But for the past 
ten years, strange to say, there has been a gradual diminu- 
tion of this potent factor that now the phases of our diseases 
have undergone almost an entire change. And whereas in 
former years nine-tenths of all our diseases were malarial 
in character, now 1 think I may safely say that this is not 
the predominant feature or prime cause in three-tenths of 
the cases we have to contend with. Indeed, during the past 
summer, except from imported cases, I don't think we had 
more than one-tenth the amount of malarial types of disease 
I had to contend with during the summer when I began the 
practice twenty-three years ago, and there was not exceed- 
ing one-half the amount of sickness, all told, as I found when 
I settled here, and there was, perhaps, in my immediate sec- 
tion of the county, thirty per cent. less work to be done than 
in 1889, and fifteen per cent. less than in 1890. Iam able to 
assert this from my own books, taking the very same fami- 
lies and equally as many, if nota greater number, of families 
than I practiced for three years ago, at the same rate of tariff, 
yields 80 per cent. less remuneration as charged. My ob- 
servation is that while we have decidedly a fewer number 
of cases with a given rate of population, the phases of dis- 
ease have. taken on the adinamic form and are more pro- 
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tracted and obstinate, if not more fatal, than when we had 
to contend with a greater number of acute types of disease. 
Twenty years ago, I am of the opinion, that sixteen to the 
thousand would not have exceeded our death rate, and that 
rate has gradually diminished until now. With the very best 
statistics of the county I can gather, our mortuary list will 
scarcely reach ten to the thousand, and at about the rates of 
five-eights of this fatality belongs to or falls on the colored 
race. One explanation I would offer as a reason for the 
relative numerical relation of the whites and blacks not be- 
ing disturbed in favor of an increased proportionate number 
of whites: while the exodus and death rate of the negro 
is more than three times that of the whites, they are just 
about twice as prolific as the whites. If, however, only those 
who are legitimately born should be counted, they would 
fall short of an equal number of good citizens. 

The population of DeSoto is between twenty-five and thirty 
thousand, with a death rate, as near as I can approximate 
with all and the best information I can gather, for the past 
twelve months ending the first of December, about two 
hundred an seventy-five deaths, and about three hundred 
and twenty-five births. My information in relation to the 
births is not as authentic or accurate as that to substantiate 
the mortuary list. I regret that we have no law or incentive 
sufficiently strong to make us know ihe exact number of 
births in our respective counties. I believe it would pay the 
State to pass & law, say to remunerate each party that re- 
ported a birth $1.00, or some other stipulated amount, that 
would induce parties to record the facts. It does seem that 
if we could afford to pay $2.50 for each wolfscalp we might 
afford to pay the parent who had taken on the responsibility 
of another “heir” one dollar, that we might acquire this val- 
uable information. Wolves were never known to be cause of 
the downfall of any government, and we all know that in- 
fanticide, by the processes of abortion, have not only caused 
the moral decay but the vigor and sovereignty of the most 
stable governments. My observation teaches me that there 
are not one-half the number of fetuses that live to see the light 
of day as was the case thirty years ago. I believe if there 
is not a law made to protect the unborn, in the course of 
time this will be one of the moral causes that will eat out 
the very vitals of our glorious republic. 

In the month of May there was a case ot scarlet fever oc- 
curred in the family of one of my patrons in the village; I 
promptly isolated the family, hung out the yellow flag, and ` 
took every precaution’ possible to protect the community, 
which we succeded in doing. The case was imported from 
an adjoining county; proved to be of a mild type exceptin 
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one case out of five—the mother and all four children had 
the disease, and I am glad to announce all made good recov- 
eries and no others contracted the disease outside of the 
family. The father was discreet and sensible, and aided in 
every way to protect the community. We have had no yel- 
low fever, small pox, cholera, or cerebro-spinal meningetis. 

We have, however, had an epidemic of measles, in a mild 
form ; likewise whooping cough, and an unusually large 
number of what I am pleased to denominate typho-malarial 
fever, which in some instances has proven fatal. I believe 
this fever was very well named by Dr. Woodward, and is 
very often accompanied;by a malarial element, instead of 
of being a true enteric or ride-and-staked typhoid” fever, and 
I likewise hold that when we succeed in dispelling the malaria 
entirely from our climate, the fever will expend itself more 
on the intestinal glands, and can be declared the true typhoid. 
I note that it more nearly resembles that type each season; 
and as malarial attacks grow less frequent, it becomes more 
frequent and will eventually supplant the other altogether. 

The Russian Influenza, or “La Grippe,” has prevailed 
with us twice in epidemic form in the last eighteen months, 
and while there were only five deaths in tho county that E 
haye learned of (two of whom were in my own practice), I 
thihk in many instances it left sequalle that in some in- 
stances, perhaps, the balance of a lifetime will not eradicate. 
The two cases that died in my practice took on the catarrhal 
and hypusthetic condition of the nervous system. 

I am the physician in charge of the poor house, and keep 
it in as sanitary condition as the appropriations will | 
permit. Likewise of the jail, which is well ventilated, but 
not properly heated, to which I have called the attention of 
the Board of Supervisors and grand jury at each successive 
term of court. 

I think that our water sources are the most fruitful of our 
type of malarial fevers, and have demonstrated, by arresting 
the disease in families by having the water boiled and then 
cooled, before being used. 


JASPER COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. C. W. BUFKIN, OHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 
This county has about 15,000 inhabitants. l 
The general health during this year has been remarkably 

good—less sickness in the county than has been for several 
years. The number of deaths during the year has been far 
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less than during last year, During the early spring months 
lagrippe prevailed throughont the county with only a small 
-death rate. During May and June there appeared in certain 

, localities a malignant type of dysentery, but the disease was 
confined to only a limited number of families, and as a result 
very few deaths. During the summer there was some cases 
of fever of a very mild form, easily controlled by proper 
treatment. During the past three months there Kas been no 
sickness scarcely in the county; less malaria than I have: 
witnessed in ten years; only a few cases of typhoid fever. 
There has not been agingle case of diphtheria, scarlet fever, 
crebro-spinal meningitis, cholera, yellow fever nor small pox 
in the county. A few cases of measles and whooping cough 
appeared among the children, but not sufficiently prevalent 
to make special mention. I know of no case of sickness, 
infectious, or contagious, having'been contracted at the pub- 
lic schools. 

No accidents from the use of kerosene oil or its kindred 
paoducis. - 

During the spring months when lagrippe was prevailing, 
perhaps about 50 per cent. of the horses of this county suf- 
fered with distemper, but only a few died; no case of per- 
sons contracting disease from animals. I regard this county 
in & very good sanitary condition; the supply of water is 
abundant, pure and healthy, obtained from springs and wells, 
&nd no case of sickness reported attributable to the use of 
impure drinking water. P 

The public school buildings are in a very good sanitary 
condition. The county jail is in splendid order. There has 
been but one prisoner confined in the jail during the year. 
Other prisoners kept in jail for a few days ‘only, and there 
has not been any sickness among the prisoners worthy ot 
mention ; no deaths. The sanitary condition of the court- 
house and the poor-house is good; the poor-house has only 
seven inmates; there has been no deaths among them, and 
not a single case of serious sickness during the year. 

I regret to state that I find it to be an utter impossibility 
for me to furnish you with a record of births and deaths that 
have occurred in this county during the year on account of 
the carelessness of physicians in keeping a record, and the 
many cases attended by midwives that no report or mention 
is made. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. A. K. M'NAIR, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I herewith submit my annual report as Chief Health Offi- 
cer of Jefferson county. 
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Jefferson county is situated in the southwestern part of. 
the State, and has eighteen thousand nine hundred and forty- 
seven inhabitants. 

The death rate has been exceedingly small, not exceeding 
one-half of one per cent. among the white, and three-fourths 
of one per cent. among the colored population. 

Sickness has been less among all classes than for five 
years previous. It has been of a mild character. The two’ 
most fatal diseases, viz: pneumonia and typhoid fever, have 
been less frequent and less fatal. Continued fever has pre- 
vailed to a considerable extent, but ha& in all cases ended in 
recovery. This fever with us has no A of ty- 
phoid fever, except its'continuance. 

During the first three months of the year we had more 
pneumonia than all the other months of the year. In June, 
July and August malarial fever prevailed to some extent, 
but was easily controlled with the proper remedies. No 
case of malarial hematuria has occurred in the eastern or 
middle districts, and but few down on the Mississippi river. 
This disease has been less frequent than for ten years pre- 
vious. 

No epidemic of contagious diseases has prevailed to much 
extent; only a few cases of measles and whooping ‘cough; 
no scarlet fever; no small pox; no meningitis. Dysentery 
has been present in a sporadic "character, but no epidemic; 
it was easily controlled. 

The public schools have been attended by a good portion 
of the children of both races. They have not spread any 
contagious diseases. The public school buildings are not 
well constructed. They are too small, not properly ceiled, 
heated, or lighted. 

I have visited the county jail and found it in a good sani- 
tary condition. Forty-nine prisoners have been confined in 
it during the year. No sickness or deaths. 

The county poor-house is well kept and the inmates well 
cared for. There were sixteen admissions and three deaths 
—one from tuberculosis, one from epilepsy and one from 
chronie diarrhea; but little sickness among the inmates. 

The county jail’ and county poor-house are the only public 
buildings in the county, except the Armory Hall in Fayette. 
This is in a safe condition, being newly built. 

The water supply for drinking and culinary. purposes is 
obtained from springs and wells in the eastern part of the 
county, and from cisterns in the middle and western. dis- 
tricts. I will say in this connection that typhoid fever pre- 
vails to a greater extent in the districts where spring and 
well water is used, than where cistern water is used. 

We have had no diseases among animals except a distem- 
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per among horses, which affected the air passages. This 
was of a mild type. In no case has any disease been com- 
municated from an animal to man. We have had some cases 
of rabies among the dogs and they have bitten other ani- 
mals and communicated the disease. lu one instance a cow 
was bitten on my premises and the disease was‘ communica- 
ted and rabies was developed in twenty-eight days. The 
cow had to be killed. 

I am not able to give the number of births or deaths, for 
the reason that no record has been kept of either, but will 
say from personal observation that the colored women give 
birth to twenty-five per cent. more children than white 
in my county. 

No accidents from coal oi] or kerosene have occurred. 

The meterieological condition for the present year has been 
about as follows: January, February and March were 
warm and wet: The next quarter dry and cool, except 
April, which was wet. The raintall during the summer was 
about a medium character. September, October and No- 
vember were unusually dry; only one shower of rain dur- 
ing this time, which- fell on the 16th of September. The 
last half of November was cold and wet, rain falling in 
abundance. December has been cold during the first half, 
and warm and wet during the last ten days. 


JONES COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. 8. 0. SMITH, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The list of questions sent to be answered by county 
health officers I misplaced some way and it can not be found. 
I was very busy at the time I received them, hence my delay 
I will state however the sanitary condition of my county is 
good; there has been no undue prevalanqe of any disease; no 
epidemics or endemic disease has invaded our county since 
last report. There has been some typhoid fever and pseudo- 
membraneous croup, but not due to any surrounding 

nsanitary condition. Typhoid in most cases was con- 
tracted elswhere and developed after moving into our 
county, at least that is the history as near as can be ascer- 
tained. Croup, of course, I think is caused from atmos- 
pherical changes, etc. If you can get a general idea of the 
condition of the county from the above, all O. K., if not, 
if you will forward another blank I will give it my immedi- 
ate attention. 
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LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. J. T. CHANDLER, OHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


. The number of inhabitants of this county is about 20,427. 
As there is no record of births and deaths it is impossible 
for me to approximate the number of either. 

There was less sickness this year than we have had for a 
number of years, and there have been fewer deaths than 
usual, I think one-fourth less. 

There was less pneumonia and fewer deaths from it last 
winter than have been for a number of years. I suppose it 
was on, account of the mild winter we had. 

In the months of June, July and August we had more 
sickness than at'any other time; there was a fever that pre- 
vailed in several localities that was called a slow fever, of 
malarial origin, which lasted from three to six or eight 
weeks; the most of them terminated favorably. During the 
same months there was some typhoid fever, but few deaths 
resulted from it. 

There was less diarrhcea and less dysentery last summer 
than usual. I think it was owing to the summer months 
being dry and not very hot. 

Have had no yellow fever nor scarlet fever or any other 
contagious or infectuous disease, until about two weeks ago 
the measles broke out in two neighborhoods; it was con- 
tracted while attending Sam Jones' meeting at Grenada; 
no deaths have resulted from it that I have hoard of; children 
of famalies that have the disease are being kept away from 
the schools in order to prevent it from spreading. 

During the last two months I have heard and known of 
some houses that seem to have colds (some call itla grippe.) 

Iknow of no accidents caused by the products of petroleum. 

The sanitary condition of this county is good. There are 
no local causes for sickness in any part of the county. The 
greater part of the county is high, dry, rolling sand hills; 
the people in the country use pure spring or well water 
mostly ; in the towns they use well and cistern water. Do 
not know of a single case of sickness that was caused by 
impure water or impure milk or from animals. There is a 
city hall at this place which is the only one that I know of 
in this county; it is well ventilated but not provided with 
fire escapes. 

The school houses in the county are not, as a general 
thing, ina good sanitary condition. They are not sufficiently 
large, &nd are not well ventilated nor lighted. 

The county jail is in a good sanitary condition, well heated 
and well ventilated. Don’t know the number that have been 
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confined in it; have had one death from congestive fever (he 
was the keeper of the jail); that I think is the only acute 
case that has been in there this year; there have been five or 
six chronic cases, u 

The sanitary condition of the poor-house is good; have 
had from eight to twelve inmates; there have been two 
deaths ; one was a tramp who could not speak nor write a 
word of English, consequently but little could be learned 
‘about him; he lived but a few days after going there; I guess 
from his appearance that dissipation and exposure caused his 
death; the other was a negro woman who had been there 
nearly three years—about two years before her death lapa- 
rotomy was performed, and a tumor weighing thirty-four 
pounds was removed ; she seemed to do well for a year, but 
for six months before she died there seemed to be a general 
giving away of the whole system, without any fixed disease, 
until about six weeks before she died another abdominal 
tumor was perceptible, which continued to grow until it 
killed her. The other sickness there is rheumatism and 
chronic sore legs. 

It is impossible for me to make a report of the number of 
births and deaths, when there is not a single physician in 
this county who keeps a record or makes any report to me; 
have inquired of several physicians, and not one of them 
could tell me the number of births or deaths he had in his 
practice. 


Cerne: cese ed 


LAUDERDALE COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. M, J. “THOMPSON, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In this my annual repórt, it gives me pleasure to state that 
during the past year there has been no epidemic of fatal 
disease in the county. Whooping cough, measles to a minor 
extent, and mumps, have made their appearance at times in 
different parts of the county, but of a mild and easily con- 
trolled character. Typhoid fever has prevailed to some 
extent throughout the county, in the thin as well as thickly 
settled portions of the community. Dysentery has also from 
time to time claimed its share of victims from among the 
people, but at no time has proved epidemic in its character. 
In fact the general health of the county has been far above 
the average during the past twelve months, and the mortality 
from disease has been light. 

T have no suggestions to make beyond the fact that sala- 
ries of county health officers should be fixed by law. 
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LINCOLN COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. J. H. JOHNSON, M. D., OHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. 


In accordance with instructions of the State Board of 
Health, I submit the following report from December, 1889, 
to December, 1891: 

The population of Lincoln county per census 1890, is 
17,912; the death rate oan only be approximated as there is 
no record of deaths kept in this county ; & conservative esti- 
mate would be about 150. 

The amount of sickness this year has been considerably 
less than last year, except during the winter months when 
"lagrippe" prevailed quite extensively’; but with the excep- 
tion of a very few cases all recovered. 

The past summer and fall (1891), has been exceedingly 
healthy all over the county, the dry weather contributing no 
little (in my opinion) to the general good health. Have 
seen one case of diphtheria and two were reported. 

Rubeola and pistussis have prevailed in this county con- 
tinually for the past two years up to January, 1891, when it 
seemed to have ceased entirely. We have had no cages of 
yellow fever, small-pox, cholera, scarlet fever or cerebro- 
spinal meningitis during the past year. 

Rubeola and pertussis was spread by attendance on public 
school. 

From March, 1890, to November, 1890, a disease common- 
ly known as “Screw-worm” prevailed extensively among 
stock of all kind, and when not treated promptly, invariably 
produced death. 

There were no accidents from the use of kerosine or other 
produots of petroleum in this county during the year. 

Slaughter-houses and market-houses are all in sanitary 
condition —the slaughter-house being removed some distance 
from town $ 

Water for drinking and culinary purposes is obtained from 
bored and dug wells, cisterns and springs, and as a general 
- rule is pure. I know of no cases of disease caused from 
contaminated water. 

The school houses are in a sanitary condition and well 
lighted and heated and very efficiently ventilated. 

The city of Brookhaven has completed and is occupying 
an elegant and commodious brick public school-house that 
is an ornament to the town, and is conducted on thoroughly 
modern principles. The building occupies an elevated posi- 
tion and is well lighted and heated and ventilation good. 

I have examined the county jai] and find it in better sani- 
tary condition than it has been for years. Disinfectants are 
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used constantly ; ventilation is good, and well heated. Total 
number of prisoners from December, 1889, to December, 
1891, has been 108. This includes all cases for minor offon- 
ces, etc., also three lunatics, There has been very little 
sickness and no deaths, 

As no record of births, deaths, ete., is kept in this county 
I am unable to state number, ete. 

Through the kindnees of Mr. E. M, Bee, United States 
Observer at this place, I am enabled to give temperature 
and rain-fall at this place (Brookhaven), from December, 
1889, to December, 1891: 


Temperature, 
Max, M. Min. M, Rain, 

December: 

oT 75.25 47.48 . 048 

rg p" wey ne Cae we eee 66.87 87.00 -.11 
January: Bo 

1890 £i atv Ex peius 78.45 51.51 .142 

ISBL kesbeide rie n tes 59.22 84.82 827 
February : 

1890... co acted eet: atts ; 72,89 49.00 817 

jo arse eae geeks 69.78 44.1 28 
March: ] 

1800 oSv Reds T 68,51 41 .19 „817 

T89L llla aaea ER REN 78.22 47.48 .117 
April: 

1800 502122 ese eaters 79.1 52.56 .168 

I80l aee RODA NP ERU E 11.46 52,88 .118 
May: | 

I990 cocer o ug gg 82.1 69.68 118 

DIM E 81,19 55.61 .28 
June: 

1880.2 Lance ea TET 87,76 61.88 217 

TBO 25 2i RAS aes eve 87 76 62.40 14 
July: 

DSDU eoe ua ex Eo b aeg 93.64 69.54 .18 

TBO ebd ER ere 86,00 67.48 .26 
August l 

TOO" Iyccsests curata ep bs eua d 92.85 67.06 .188 

I88I [is Medea de eras 91.29 64,87 . 86 
September: l 

IBBU coniu ser ERI EDU S 94.18 62.9 .10 


p E 92.56 60.00 .00 
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October: 
T800 oli whe on eet yia m 80,10 54 58 . 14 
ISUL or bs AE SY 81.16 42.9 00 
November; 
1890 evo TET NES 74,87 45.88 66 
TOOL vada gai ta E 71,48 41,18 81 


LOWNDES COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. D. A. VAUGHAN, ONTEF WEALTH OFFIOER, 


At tho making of my last annual roport “la grippe" and 
the sequence following that epidemic were the principal 
disturbers of health of the people of Lowndes county, and 
have continued so to be up to this prosont writing ; not in 
the form of epidemic influonza, but of various nervous 
troubles, dificult to diagnose, as woll as diffloult to troat, 

Tho mortality from influenza has beon almost nothing as 
to the people of Lowndes county, as the sequonco of this 
malady has been in a small porcentage only pulmonic. 

Mensles and whooping cough prevailod to somo extent, 
and are now exhaustod for want of material, as both dis- 
eases wore allowed freo scope in tho way of opportunity to 
spread, despite of efforts of your Hoalth Offloor to impross 
the people with tho fact «hat those maladies could only bo 
stamped out by isolation, and tho furthor fact of tho liabll. 
ity of somo of the casos pore fatal, if allowed to spread. 
I am ploased at being ablo to report that but fow doaths oc- 
curred, , 

Diphtheria made its appearance in Columbus during tho 
year, Tho first case was not reported to the Health Officer. 
It died, and after death, measures of sanitation, disinfootion 
and isolation wero instituted and rigorously entorcaed, ro- 
sulting in limiting the diseaso to five cases, which, consider- 
ing the fact that the cases wore of publio school children, 
might, I think, be classed as good sanitary work. 

The year 1891 will, I think, be noted as one of the ro- 
markablo yoars as to seasons—winter mild, merging into 
apring with continuous rains, reaching far into tho summer ; 
a summer remarkable in its mean temperature and tho ab- 
sonco of heated terms; also romarkable for tho variability 
of the temperature range, as instanced in August, whon tho 
thermometer went down into the fortios, and the people 
found fires comfortable, Until now-—the last week of Sep- 
tember-—the hoat, dust and drought is so opprossive, that 
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disappointment is gonoral that tho usual equinoxial disturb- 
ances did not come upon us with its relief, The honlth of 
the people soomed but little disturbed by this unaeasonable” 
wonthor, oxoept bowol affootions during tho time of tho cold 
spell in August. 

Fevers have boon fow, cspocially of tho intormittent and 
remittent type. Some fow casos of typhoid fever have 
doubtless boon soon since the drought sot in, but how much I 
am unable to report, as the poople generally, and tho practi- 
tionors of medioino especially, fail to report, or olassify ty- 
phoid fevor ns a “contagious, infootions or dangerous dis» 
onse,"  Boonuse of tho goneral disregard of tho doctors and 
people, of tho statutes of tho State ns to roporting '* infoo- 
tious and contagious disensos," your Health Officer is unable 
to report with that acouracy that would make his report val- 
unblo statistically, 

The law regulating tho praotioo of modioine is equally 
disregarded, Daily violations of that law by druggista, 
merchants, clerks, traveling * Medicine Mon," “ Diamond 
Kita," “ faith ourora,” “ Ohvistian scientists,” * voodo inoan- 
tors,” " conjuvors," as woll as evory colored person whose 
years have longthonod to a period presumed to have brought 
wisdom, occur. 

Whilo this gonoral disrogard of the statutes of the Stato 
onacted to proteot tho publio health exists, yot thoro has 
been a stoady improvement in the public mind in tho way 
of recognition of tho laws of sanitation and hygiono, ospe- 
oially notloonble in tho many new houses constructed within 
the past year, which havo attached the so-callod “modern 

rovoments.” This and the more goneral sanitary policing 
udividunl promises, give promiso of wholesome rosulta. 

Tho public buildings of the county are the samo as last ro. 
ported, exoopt additions to the Publio School building, situ- 
ato in the town of Columbus, known as the Franklin Acad- 
omy ; to this building is added two wings, of two stories 
each, making ample accommodation for about, 1000 pupils, 

I rogrot to róport the same mothod of heating, viz: (Tho 
unhygeinio stove, as Inst roported) dospito all of the most 
earnost warnings; the sohoolhouso builders will look to 
the dollars spent, in proference to the health and comfort of 
the school children; so they still insist on these stovos, 
whioh seorohes tho little ones noar tho stove and froezes 
those in distant parts of the room, or alae we have alternate 
scorching or freezing apells for all the inmates of the room, 

Tho scandalous privy system reported upon last yoar is 
still in vogue, to the vory groat detriment of health, ospec- 
ially to the young Indy members of the school. In this 
eonnootion, I bog to suggest to tho State Board of Honlth, 
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that as the next legislature will of necessity (because of the 
new Constitution) have to legislate broadly and generally 
“for the public weal, that they may be able to secure the leg. 
islation much needed, to add to or secure Public Health; but 
if they can accomplish no more than wholesome laws which 
will abolish privy vaults, they will win for themselves the 
plaudit of “well done" from all people who value the bless- 
ings of health. 

Lowndes county has 97 publie school buildings for the 
accommodation of noar 9000 educable school ehildren, pay- 
ing annually about $26,000 for the support of these schools 
and yet the abominable privy and privy vault is a menace to 
health and decent modesty at every school building in the 
county. Did the limit of this report not forbid, I would 
mention many other reforms in school life which would be 
conducive to the health of the children, and thereby the tu- 
ture wealth of the State, and will, when I come to the Indus- 
trial Institute and College of Mississippi, call attention to 
one or two suggestions, applicable to the pupils of that In- 
stitution, which will also apply to all public school pupils. 

The jail, court-house, pauper farm and convict farm are as 
reported last year. The jail is probably more burdened with 
the care of insane inmates than on last year, causing the 
county to be burdened with this class of unfortunates, which 
the State has undertaken to care for. I-suggest here, too, 
the Health Board might legitimately ask for wholesome 
legislation. - 

The many railroad accidents of the past year causes me to 
call attention to my report of late years, recommending ihe 
Legislature to compel Railroad Companies to carry on each 
of their trains Emergency Cases, the contents of which the 
law should enumerate, 4 

Again! Life is held cheaply in all sections of the State 
where any and everybody is given burial without burial 
permits, which looseness as to the disposal of the dead, 
I suggest may, and probably does, stimulate the commis- 
sion of crimes. I suggest that the county supervisor ot 
each county district, be legally required to issue permits 
to bury the dead of his district, and none be committed to 
the grave without such permit, under penalties, eto. 

The Industrial Institute and College again claims atten- 
tion from the County Health Officer of Lowndes county ; 
being situate in said county. For the school term of 1890. 
91, sixty-two counties of the State sent white girl represen- 
tatives to this institution, aggregating 356 pupils; only one 
girl went home on account of health, and this one was forced 
to relinquish the pursuit of school duties, because of her eyes. 
Neither contagious or infectious disease was in the infimary 
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this term; and while there was no day during the term, that 
one or more pupils were not in the infirmary, yet their ill- 
ness must have been slight, as I find medical fees during the 
whole term, aggregated $180, Aithe same time, the infir- 
mary officers dispensed to the inmates, medicines, other than 
doctor's prescription, amounting to $260, which considering 
the fact that the matron and nurses were non-professional, 
ought to be looked into for correction, as often times an ill- 
advised dosage lays the foundation for ill-health, The 
buildings are the same as betore reported; but there was 
added during the year a bowling alley, covered ways from 
one building to the other, und the grounds were generally 
beautified and adorned with flowers, grasses, fountand seats, 

The Independent Water Works, mentioned in my last re- 
port, is not yet completod; progress has only beon made to 
the extent of boring the well; this will give a supply of 
water only through a pump, the expected flow above ground 
not being attained, 

For an infirmary two of the most appropriate rooms for 
the ‘purpose were used; they are by no means what they 
should he, and there is a crying need for an infirmary build- 
ing; the Stute must expect some sickness to occur among so 
many of her girls, and certainly she should care for them 
while sick, in the very best possible manner, which I sub- 
mit, can only be done in a properly constructed and furnished 
‘building, and as there is now recognition of the obligation of 
the State, to educate her- white girls to physical health, and 
for which purpose itis needful that suitable buildings and 
furniture be supplied; I suggest that these two purposes, as 
well as the needed increase of dormitory room, could readily 
be combined in the same building. Another need for the 
better health of the girls, is the completion and use of the 
elevator, If not expedient to run the elevator for tho use in 
common of all the dormitory pupils, it should be go arranged, 
that every girl should be spared the mounting of several 
flights of stairs, for the few days of each month, that special 
care should be taken of her health, and thus escape the lay- 
ing a foundation while in school, for a life of invalidism. 
For the Franklin Acadomy, danger of this character to the 
health of her pupils might be avoided, by arranging the forms 
for the girls of this age on the first floor, instead of on the 
upper floors as now ordered and practiced. 


NOXUBRH COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. H. A, MINOR, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 
In making my annual report as Health Officer of my 


a 
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(Noxubee) county, I have to state that my county has about 
80,000 inhabitants. 

I have no statistics by which to estimate the number of 
deaths during the pastyear. The amount of sickness during 
the past year has-been notably less than usual. 

The disease that has caused the greatest number of deaths 
this year is a typhoid type of remittent fever that has pro- 
vailed all during the year, in many parts of the county. I 
do not know any cause that produced this form of fever. 
The more violent forms of malarial fevor (save the above 
named) that have prevailed less than usual are the congestive 
forms, inclusive of hematurial remittent. I do not know 
why this has been so. I do not know that any one or more 
months had unusual mortality. 

No yellow fever, no small pox, cholera, scarlet fever, cere- 
bro-spinal meningetis this-year. Very few cases of tpical 
typhoid fever. Measles have prevailed, but was of mild type ; 
so was whooping cough. We have had few cases of diphtheria. 
No other contagious or infectious diseases. 

Attendance upon the public schools has not, so far as I 
can learn, caused the spread of any of these diseases. 

The meteorological conditions have been about as usual, 
The rain-fall rather less than usual. No great storms; quite 
a long drouth in June, and one in September and October. 

No accidents from kerosene or other product of petroleum, 
that I remember. 

The unsanitary conditions that I note are the results of 
bad drainage, both surface and deep; poor water; location 
of privies in localities that generate large amount of malaria, 
or are so situated that malaria is blown to them by the pass- 
ing winds. The only means to remove these nuisances is the 
education of our people on sanitaton and hygiene. Laws 
will not be heeded so long as the ills are not appreciated. 

Our market houses, slaughter houses, ete., are kept mod- 
erately clean. , 

Our water for drinking and for culinary purposes is 
usually obtained from cisterns in the prairie region; from 
springs, wells, creeks, in the sandy lands. Cisterns that do 
not sipe furnish excellent water. Sipe cisterns, shallow wells 
and springs, furnish good, bad and indifferent water. We 
have, also, many artesian wells, which afford good water. - 

No special disease noticed from any special source. I 
know of no cases of disease contracted trom animals or from 
impure milk. i 

We have no theatres or public halls in this county. Our 
school houses are usually kept in good sanitary condition. 
They are fairly well lighted, heated and ventilated. 

The county jailisin very good condition. "There have: 
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been but few prisoners in our jail this year, and no serious 
sickness therein. 

Our poor house is fairly well kept. No statistics avail- 
able as to number of persons kept there ‘during the year, 
Four or five have died there during the year. The prison- 
ers are usually poor and old, and diseased negroes, whose 
condition, when brought there, is often most pitiable, and 
often nearly moribund. 

Our only other publie building is our courthouse, which 
is a good building and in good condition. : 

I can give no statistics as to births or deaths. No such 
record i$ kept. I regret that the indifference of my people 
as to sanitation and hygiene renders all laws relative to 
statistics of births, deaths, etc., null and void; as also all 
efforts in the direction, of sanitation. If the physicians of 
the county could be induced to interest and exert themselves 
in this direction, mueh might be done. 


REPORT OF SHERIFF. 


Number of prisoner in jail: Eleven colored, one white. 
Total, twelve, Two deaths, both lunatics, for whom no ad- 
mittance could be had in asylum—one male, one female. 

Could get no report from poor house. 

9 


NEWTON COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. J. J. HARALSON, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The population of Newton county is 16,625. There has 
been perhaps 25 per cent. less siekness this than last year, 
with a mortality of about the same per cent. During first 
three njonths of 1891 we had considerable pneumonia, plen- 
ritis atid bronchial troubles; during October and November 
the prevailing sickness has been fevers, continued remittent 
and typhoid, Typhoid perhaps, predominating. Our 
greatest mortality during the year has beon from typhoid 
fever. 

Wuring the later spring months and summer months the 
county was healthier than known for many years, the light 
precipitation, probably, being a factor in the cause. 

- No yellow fever, small-pox, cholera, scarlet fever, or 
cerebro spinal meningitis. 

The attendance upon the publie schools has in one or two 
places ene measies, and in one school whooping cough. 

H- 
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One case of diphtheria reported from central portion of 
county. 

No accidents from use of any of the products of petroleum. 

The county, generally, in a good sanitary condition. Pure 
water for drinking and culinary purposes obtained from wells 
and springs. 

The school houses of the county in an ‘unsanitary condi- 
tion, in that they are not well lighted and heated. 

The county jail is in good sanitary condition, except not 
well heated; no stove or other means for making prisoners 
comfortable. Number of prisoners for 1891, 7; cases of 
sickness, 2; deaths, none; cause of sickness. intermittent 
fever. 

The sanitary condition of county poor-house is good. Num- 
ber of inmates for year. five; one case of sickness, indolent 
ulcer of leg. No deaths. 

While I appreciate the necessity of a complete and accurate 
registration of vital and mortuary statistics it is impossible 
for me to give an estimate of the births and deaths occurring 
in the county in any year, there being no means by which 
such an estimate could be made, and until every practitioner 
is legally required to keep and report such a record, we can 
never know the death-rate, causes of deaths, nor can we make 
much progress as sanitarians. Such a law, I think, should 
be enacted. 


OKTIBBEHA COUNTY. 


PS 


REPORT OF DR. W. H. AMES, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I have the honor to report to the State Board of Health 
that the health of Oktibbeha county has been generally good 
and remarkably free from epidemics and contagious diseases, 
save the prevalence of the “Grippe,” which prevailed in 
January, February and March, Measles were confined to 
the neighborhood of Sturges, a station and village on the 
branch road of the Yllinois Central Railroad from Durant to 
Aberdeen. The “Grippe” visited every household in the 
county, but measles were confined only to asmall area. There 
were about thirty cases in all with only one death from in- 
tercurrent pneumonia. : 

Malarial affections prevailed as usual from July through 
the fall months, There was a conspicuous absence of con- 
gestive types, and I have not a single case of malarial hema- 
turia to report. i 

Unfortunately, I have the same report to make with refer- 
ence to vital statistics. There is no method known to me 
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whereby practicing physicians can be induced to make re- 
ports of the births and deaths in their practice. General 
and personal appeals are annually made to each physician 
for reports of this kind always with the same results, save 
in a few instances. Even if such; reports were faithfully 
made by each physician, the record would not be complete 
because numbers of negro children are born every year un- 
known to physicians, and the same may be said of deaths 
among this class of our population. 

The returns of the last census gives the population of 
Oktibbeha county, for white and black, 17,640, an increase 
of 1682 since the census of 1880. The increase of popula- 
tion must be in favor of the white race as a large number of 
negroes yearly move from this county for the river bottom 
and to Arkansas. 

Sickness trom all causes amounted to a great deal less than 
former years, except the prevalence of la grippe in the be- 
ginning of the present year. Malarial diseases are notably 
less this year than last, and fewer deaths from all causes. 
It appears that the old fashioned remittent fever has been 
measurably superceded by a type of fever often mistaken 
for typhoid fever, Ohronic chills or feb. intermittens often 
elide into this type of fever, usually understood as typho- 
malarial fever. It is, according to my judgment, malarial 
fever without the prefix, “typho.” The clinical history 
is different from typhoid fever and the duration is indefinite, 
Hemorrhages from the bowels are probably more common 
and less fatal than with typhoid. Very few cases of typho- 
malarial have diarrhea, which is common to: typhoid. 
Tympanitis and soreness of the bowels are common to both. 
There is absence of the rose-colored spots, which is pathog- 
nomanic of typhoid fever. Then again as to continuation 
or duration, the continued malarial fever has no regular 
limit. 

There were more deaths in February and March than in 
any other months, and fewer in May, June, July and August. 

There were no cases during the year of yellow fever, 
small pox, cholera, scarlet fever, whooping cough, cerebro- 
spinal meningitis or diphtheria. 

There were no diseases spread among public schools, 

Dr. E. P, Connell reports seven cases of typhoid fever. 

A daughter of Lewis Turner, living seven miles from this 
place, returned home from a vist to South Carolina about the 
first of September. She shortened her visit on account of 
the existence of typhoid fever in the family where she was 
staying. She had fever on her return and it ran the usual 
course when she recovered. Two of Turner’s children be- 
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came infected as well as about four of the neighbors. No 
deaths. - 

Epidemic influenza or the grippe victimized at least two- 
thirds of the whole population of the county. This epidemic 
began about the middle of January and lingered until about 
the middle of March. There were but few deaths from 
this cause. I have no accurate information as to how many 
deaths. 

Drinking water and water for culinary use is obtained 
from cisterns, and with the exception of being contaminated 
with lime, is probably otherwise pure. Tho lime rock into 
which the cisterns are made, contain 24 per cent of carbon- 
ate of lime. Some persons claim that the lime water causes 
dyspepsia. 

. There is but one publie hall in this town used for theatri- 

cal purposes—Watts’ Hall. This hall is not properly venti- 
lated and is not provided with fire escapes, except the front 
entrance, by a single door opening inwards. 

School houses in the county are pretty well ventilated and 
comfortably heated and lighted. 

The county jail is well heated and ventilated and the pris- 
oners are comfortably quartered and well fed. Sanitary 
condition of the jail is pretty good. 

No deaths in the jail during the present year. The total 
number of prisoners from the Ist of January to the lst of 
December, 1891, 

The jail now contains one case of phthisic pul. No sick- 
ness among the prisoners except this one case of consump- 
tion. There is one case of insanity confined in jail for the 
last six months. 

The poor house has had but one occupant during the 

ear. 
i: There are no other public buildings in the county except 
the courthouse and the Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
and both are in good sanitary condition. 


on 


RANKIN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. H. WHITE, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


There is nothing of interest to report from Rankin county 
since my last annual report. 

No especial prevalence of disease save “Grippe” has 
occured. This disease has permitted few to escape its rav- 
ages and elderly and infirm people have been sorely affected 
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by it. I believe no tissue of the human body is exempt from 
its attack, and I am sure the depression and tedious conva- 
lescence and readiness to relapse are out of all proportion 
to the appropriate gravity of the symptoms. 

I do not believe the theory that this.disease is due to a 
specific living germ, for this reason among others, that 
repeated attacks occur in the same subject. 

Several cases of scarlatina have occurred in the town of 
Brandon within the last year (perhaps as many as eight or 
ning) and one is now desquamating. 

These cases have usually been mild, but in two or three 
cases the fever was persistent, due I think to complications. 

No yellow fever, cholera nor small pox have occured in 
this county during the year. 

The poor house is perhaps as well kept as such institutions 
generally are, but marked innovations could be made with 
advantage. : 

The cases there are usually those of chronic character, 
and among the aged, and hence not very amenable to thera- 
putic measures. 

The county jail is kept in as good sanitary condition as 
could well be in a;building so constructed. No special dis- 
ease has prevailed there, nor has there beena death during 
the year. 


SCOTT COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. H. H. HARALSON, OHIEF HEALTH OFFIOER. . 


I estimate the number of inhabitants of Scott county to 
be about 11,000. Can not aproximately estimate the num- 
ber of deaths for the year 1891. The amount of sickness 
however has been about the same as previous years. A. fever 
of continued form has prevailed in this county that may 
have added somewhat to the amount of sickness, though its 
fatality has been almost ni. I think an organized effort to 
ascertain its etiology and pathology might result in 
good. It is now nearly the middle of December and it 
still prevails. I suppose the same fever prevails through- 
out the State, and if to such an extent as it hasin this county 
this year it not only entails loss of life but great loss of 
time and money to our citizens, which to a degree at least, 
if we understand it, might be averted. i 

No yellow fever, smalpox, cholera, scarlet fever, cerebro- 
spinal meningetis nor diphtheria during the year. Some 
measles and whooping cough, which in three or four in- 
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stances was spread by attendance upon the public schools. 

No accidents from the use of kerosine oil, petrolenm nor 
gasoline. 

Our school houses are unsanitary, in that they are not 
properly heated, lighted nor ventilated. I know of no rem- 
edy that could be obtained. 

Twenty-three prisoners have been confined in our county 
jail during the year. One death, and this was a feeble old 
negro woman, confined on account of insanity, and died 
of enteritis. 

We have no poor-house. Our paupers are let to the lowest 
bidder. We pay six dollars a month per head to have our 
paupers kept. This includes board and clothing— in fact, 
everything except medical attention. After making this 
statement it would be useless for me to tell you that their 
sanitary condition is bad. They should be provided with a 
home and that home properly kept. There should be a law. 
requiring each county to make such a provision. Some of 
you, gentlemen, may have an‘idea of the condition of some 
of the paupers of this State, but others of you I am sure 
have no conception of their deplorable surroundings, 

It is impossible to give any information on the No. 35 of 
your memorandum that would be reliable. There is no way 
by which the information can be obtained in this county. 


SMITH COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. W. H. HILL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In compliance with your request, I write you. I would 
respectfully staie that I have nothing to report that would 
be of material interest. You will remember that Smith 
county: is situated in the interior, and remote from any 
railroad or large stream. . 

The health of this eounty has been unusually good for 
two years. We have had one epidemic of measles, but not 
& single death that I have heard of caused from that disease 
alone. 

We have no County Medical Association, consequently it 
will be impossible for me to make anything like a correct 
statistical report. It would be 2 pleasure, as well as my 
duty, to make;such a report if it were possible. 

I have made it my business to look after our public build- 
‘ings, jail, school, water supply, ete., when I thought it was 
necessary, but have never made any charge for my services 
since I was appointed Health Officer. 
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TATE COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. J. I. ROSEBOROUGH, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The number of inhabitants of Tate county by the census 
of 1890 was . I do not think there has been any ap- 
preciable increase since. I estimate the number of deaths 
during the year at twelve to the thousand. This will give 
a total of —. The sickness in the county has been less for 
this year than usual, and the death rate has been about nor- 
mal. There was no epidemic of any kind, nor has any dis- 
ease assumed any unusual prominence. 


We have not had during the year any new or unusual dis- 
ease. There have been no infectious nor contagious dis- 
enses in the connty, except one or two cases of scarlet fever 
have been reported in Coldwater, and a few cases of typho- 
malarial fever on Coldwater river. No spread has been 
given to any disease by the school children. 


We have had no unusual diseases among the animals of 
the county. There has been no peculiarity in meteorolog- 
ical conditions, exceptthát the months of September, October 
and November were very dry, and they were unusually 
healthy months. 


I have not heard of any death or injury in the county from 
the use of inflammable fluids. 


Iknow of nothing to produce an unsanitary condition in 
the towns or about the towns in the county except the almost 
omnipresent stock-pool, filled more or less all the year with 
stinking water, usually as thick as soup and emitting foul 
odors all the time. There is but little surface water in Tate, 
and these stock-pools are much used and ought to be abated, 
both for the good of man and beast. 


Drinking water of excellent quality is obtainable in any 
part of the county, in wells of moderate depth, and many 
cisterns are used. 

The chief objection to the condition of the school-houses 
in the county is that they enjoy too much ventilation 
and light and too littte heat in the winter. 

The county jail is in fair condition. There has been no 
serious sickness, and no deaths at all in the jail. 

The poor house is in very fair sanitary condition. The 
inmates are usually paupers because of extreme age, and 
they rarely number more than six at one time. During the 
year there have been four deaths from natural causes, all 
dying from old age. 


f 
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TIPPAH COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. E. N. HUNT, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I have the honor to submit to you my report for the year 
1891. 

The population of Tippah county, as the census of 1890 
shows, is 12,951. 

The estimated number of deaths during the year is 150, 
from the best information I can get. 

The amount of sickness from all causes during the year 

has been less than the average. 'The mortality is reported 
less, ànd the cause is attributed to the comparative dry 
weather, even and rather low temperature during the sum- 
mer months. 
. We have had no epidemics during the year of any charac- 
ter; no endemic, contagious or infectious diseases, with the 
exception of whooping cough, of recent date, in the extreme 
northeastern corner of the county, and some cases of typhoid 
or low grade of fever in the southern portion of the county, 
of mild type. 

No small-pox, scarlet fever, measles, cerebro-spinal men- 
ingitis or diphtheria. 

The attendance of the public schools has not been inter- 
fered with in any instance by any disease. 

The school houses are well ventilated ——too much so for 

cold weather (the most of them in the country.) 

The Ripley Male and Female College and Blue Mountain 
Female College, are well ventilated, heated and in good san- 
itary condition. 

Only one public hall in the county, at Ripley; it is well 
ventilated but no fire escapes except the entrance. 

, Drinking water and water for cooking is obtained from 
springs, wells and cisterns. 

No accidents reported from kerosene, petroleum, gasoline 
or other products of petr oleum. 

The poor-house isin good sanitary condition ; inmates dur- 
ing the year 14; cases of sickness 3; number of deaths 1; 
cause, extreme old age, as reported by attending physician. 

The county jail is in an unsanitary condition ; the number 
of prisoners confined during the year about 25, all for trivial 
offenses ; but little sickness; no deaths, except the wife of 
the jailer; she died from blood poison from carbuncle of the 
hand, so reported by her attending physician. 

The only remedy for the jail to be made sanitary is to 
build a new one, as this one is old and built upon unsanitary 
principles. 

No disease contracted from animals reported ; no diseases 


* 
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among animals except in one locality where the hogs have 
died during the year, sick from one to eight weeks. 

The number of births I cannot give as no registry is kept 
and no reports are made. 

As to the sanitary condition of the.county in general I 
think it good, and perhaps better than before, owing to the 
many improvements in dwellings, and general advancement 
of the people in knowledge. 


TISHOMINGO COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. F. T. CARMACK, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I have the honor to submit the following annual report for 
your consideration. I would like to state that my report is 
made under difficulties. I am suffering now and have been 
for some time from a severe attack of sciatica. 

I have made a personal appeal to every physician in my 
county to give me the birth and death rate in the radius of 
his practice, but failed to get them interested in the matter. 
My estimate is approximately correct though. The deaths 
have been about 80, and the births about 240. The death 
rate is below the average. We have probably had more 
deaths from typhoid fever than usual. I ascribe the im- 
proved condition of the health of our county to-an unusually 
dry year, during the summer and fall season. Were it not 
the fact that in certain localities we have large amounts of 
rotting timber we would have had scarcely any cause for 
sickness during the year. 

T have had schools to suspend in certain neighborhoods, be- 
cause of measles end whooping cough, with good effect on 
the spread of those troubles. We have had fewer deaths to 
result from measles than I ever knew from that disease be- 
fore. I suppose because the trouble occurred during the 
warm dry months. We have had two local epidemics of 
scarlatina simplex in our county. I say simplex, because I 
saw only four cases of this graver form of the trouble. Not 
a single death occurred as far as I can learn. Quite all of 
ihe cases of this trouble occurred in the practice of Dr. H. 
: L. Tynes and myself. I only had three cases in which the 
throat trouble was at all prominent. It was impossible to 
isolate this trouble in the country, asthe neighbors' children 
were exposed before the physician was called. One case oc- 
eurred in Iuka, and I eut off visiting, and no other cases oc- 
curred. A few cases of diphtheria have occurred, and no 
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deaths. Membranous croup has occurred twice in our midst 
and two deaths mark the result.’ 

No contagious diseases have occurred, except the ones 
mentioned. 2 

A peculiar disease occurred among the swine in several 
localities. The head seemed to be affected, and it was sin- 
gularly fatal. 

We have about eight (8) county prisoners confined in our 
jail during the year—for short periods at each time. No 
sickness has occurred, and the building itself has been kept 
in good sanitary condition. Quite a number of prison- 
ers for the United States have been confined in our jail for 
thirty days, but no sickness has occurred among them. 

I have personally visited four-fifths of the school houses 
of our county, and find them in a deplorable condition from 
a sanitary standpoint. I have succeeded in having stoves 
placed in some, and the matter is being canvassed for others. 
I find them very poorly lighted, and I also find it a hard 
matterto impress on patrons the importance of light. I 
hope to do more in this line in future. 

Our poor house is in good hands, and its inmates are well 
eared for in every respeot. 

Ithink that vital statistics will never be accurate until 
there is a law compelling a burial certificate and a birth cer- 
tificate. I hope the time will come when our State will not 
be behind in this respect. 


TUNICA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. M. J. ALEXANDER, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The number of inhabitants of Tunica county is about 
16,000, seven-eighths of which are negroes. 

It is impossible to keep an accurate account of deaths, as 
a great portion (among negroes especially), do not cóme to 
the knowledge of physicians. I am informed, however, con- 
sistent with my own experience, that one-half of the total : 
deaths would barely cover the unreported cases. The death 
rate during the last twelve months was about 10 per 1,000, 
not as great as in preceding years. The amount of sickness 
was materially less in 1891 than last year, and from close 
observation and inquiries I would be justified in placing the 
decrease at about 20 per cent. But allow me to. state that . 
the year 1890 was one of unusually increased amount of siek-: 
ness, and the decrease during the last twelve months brought 
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the amount down to about the average of thelast four or five 
years. Although this is true as regards sickness, it is a fact 
that the death rate has been less than in previous years. 
There was no unusual prevalence of any one disease, nor 
were the causes of deaths beyond theaverage. The lessened 
prevalence of disease was to a large extent caused by the 
repair of levees, which fact prevented an overflow of the 
Mississippi and consequent decrease of stagnant water and 
remaining filth and decaying vegetation. The decrease of 
death rate may be attributed to the improved condition of 
the laboring class, the negroes. Better food, houses, water, 
and above all, promptness in securing medical aid, during 
sickness, were factors which conducted many cases towards 
convalescence, which in previous years would have termi- 
nated fatally, from sheer neglect and absence of proper 
hygienic conditions. 

During January, February, March, April, October and 
November of this year the usual amount of pneumonia was 
. lessened and the death rate was'extremely low in this dis- 
ease, Improved dwelling houses, together with favorable 
weather may have been the cause of. this improvement. The 
lessened prevalence of sickness during August and Septem- 
ber was marked. These months are usually considered the 
most sickly of the year; diseases of strictly malarial charac- 
ter being of frequent occurrence. This lessened prevalence 
was almost entirely counter-balanced by the unusually large 
amount of sickness during October and November. In the 
latter month the amount of malarial disease and some of 
malignant type was larger than usual in this month. In 
one locality this increase was caused by the partial drainage 
of McKinney Lake, through a large siphon across the levee, 
about three miles north of Austin into McKinney Bayou. 
` As the water in the lake receded, a mass of filth and decom- 
posed vegetable matter was:eft behind and gave rise to tem- 
porary increase of disease. This was however confined toa 
circumscribed area. The draining of this lake will, within 
the next year, undoubtedly contribute towards improvement 
of the sanitary condition of a large portion of territory which 
will be drained in proportion as the water in the lake is car- 
ried off. l 

During March, April, May and June whooping cough pre- - 
vailed in different localities and at different periods of that 
time. About 125 cases will cover the total amount. I could 
ascertain only two deaths from this disease. 

In November one case of varicello was reported to me. 

No case of yellow fever, small pox, cholera, scarlet fever, 
typhoid fever, diphtheria, cerebro-spinal meningitis appeared 
in Tunica\county in the past year. During the summer 
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months the usual amount of intestinal troubles showed itself. 
There were several deaths from dysentery. The death rate 
in that disease being about 12 per cent. 

In spring a few cases of charbon prevailed among work- 
stock. Several cases of rabies occurred in the county among 
dogs, which were promptly destroyed. 

T consider the sanitary condition of Tunica county, in the 
main, good ; and I do not know of any necessary improve- 
ment which could be practically carried out. 

The public schools, court house and jail are in good con- 
dition. The drinking water and water used for culinary 
purposes is good. 

Driven wells and cisterns supply the greatest portion of 
water for these purposes. 

There were 191 prisonersin jail during the last twelve 
months. Very little sickness prevailed amongst them. 
Only diseases of malarial and venerial character occurred, 
no deaths taking place. l 

The poór house cared for ten subjects during the year. 
Three paupers died soon after being admitted. It is abso- 
lutely impossible to keep a record of bfrths and deaths . 
taking place in this county as fully one-half of the deaths 
and three-fourths of the births are beyond the knowledge of 
the physicians. i 

I would suggest that the next legislature be prevailed 
upon to pass alaw making it compulsory, under some pen- 
alty, upon every head of a-family to report all births and 
deaths, in their households, to the clerk of the county, 
whose duty it shall be to keep a record of such occurrences. 
Physicians should also be required to report these facts, 
when occurring in their practice. l 


WARREN COUNTY. 
REPORT OF J. W. KING, OHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I herewith submit my report for the past year. There 
has been no material change in the number of inhabitants 
accredited to Warren county since my last report, and the 
death rate has been about the same as’in previous years. 

The percentage of sickness has also been about the same 
as during the past few years. There have been no endemic or 
epidemic diseases. We have had a few sporadic cases of 
measles, scarlet fever and diphtheria. 
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Attendance on publie schools has in no instance, within 
my knowledge, caused the spread of any disease. 

I know of no disease occurring amongst animals. 

The winter of 1890 and 1891 was mild and dry; the spring 
early and wet; the summer pleasant, and the fall mild and 
remarkably dry. 

I know of no accidents from the use of kerosine oil or its 
produots. 

The slaughter houses have all been removed to a distance 
of two miles or more from the city and are kept in fair 
sanitary condition. , 

I have inspected the market house and butcher stalls from 
time to time, and find them kept in good sanitary condition. 

Drinking water is obtained from cisterns and the Missis- 
sippi River, and is pure. 

I know of no instances where disease has been contracted 
from animals or milk. > i 

The theatres and public halls are the same as in my+-las 
report and are generally well ventilated, and have abundant 
means of escape in case of fire. 

The school-houses are about as in my last report. More 
room is badly needed, especially in Vicksburg, and the 
buildings throughout the connty need repairing and in many 
instances replacing by new and suitable ones. 

I have inspected the county jail from time to time, and 
find it kept in excellent sanitary condition. :Since my last 
report, the board of supervisors have had an addition put to 
the jail for the use of the lunatics confined in it; also have 
had water put in and a bath room. 

There are at present 29 inmates, eight of whom are 
lunatics. 

There have been six deaths, all lunatics, and one judicial 
execution. 

I have inspected the poor house and find it kept in fair 
sanitary condition. : 

The buildings, however, are considerably in need of re- 
pairs. There are six inmates, five colored, two men and 
three women, and one white—a woman. l 

There haye been no deaths during the past year and very 
little sickness of any kind. 

The other public buildings in the county I have inspected 
and find in a good sanitary condition. 
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The population of Yalobusha county is estimated at about 
17,000, with a small majority ın favor of whites. 
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The number of deaths from all causes has been less this 
year than for many years previous, probably not exceeding 
seventy-five (15). No epidemic, except in early months of 
the year influenza prevailed, though in milder form than 
preceding winter. The lessened mortality rate is probably 
due to diminution of the number of malarial fever cases of 
the continued variety. 

Last year malarial fevers were prevalent to an alar ming 
extent, and attacked those of feeble and vigorous constitu- 
tions alike, with equally fatal effect in each. This year the 
number of cases has been much less and of much milder 
types, only the aged and those of delicate constitution suc- 
cumbing. The diminished prevalence this year seems due 
to the extremely dry summer and fall. 

The months of August and September were attended 
with the lowest mortality rate. 

In November, three cases of scarlatina appeared in Water 
Valley, two of which were of irregular types; the other was 
a typical case, contracted in Jackson, Tenn., and had an in- 
cubation period of more than a week. This case occurred 
first, but the other two were not exposed to any known 
source of infection. The cases were promptly isolated and 
rigid quarantine prescribed, which resulted in a limitation 
to only three cases. 

Well-marked, uncomplicated typhoid fever is rarely en- 
countered in this locality, but at this time (December 14th,) 
I have under care two cases, occurring in a family of three 
persons—a baby of eleven months, and the father, the mother 
having just recovered from a mild attack. The source of 
infection, I am sure, is attributed to a well used - for drink- 
ing water, which is located on a hill-side in the rear of the 
house, and at the juncture of the kitchen and the room in 
which the family slept. Waste material and slops from the 
kitchen were deposited by every shower of rain around the 
curbing of the well, giving the water an unsavory odor and 
taste. 

A few mild cases of roseola have appeared during the fall, 
unattended by mortality. 

Attendance on the public schools has not contributed to 
the spreading of any eontagious or infectious diseases, and 
illness from all causes has been conspicuously absent among 
school children during the entire year. 

The animal kingdom has enjoyed immunity from diseases 
this year to a greater extent than usual. 

I have not kepta table of meteorological observations 
during the year, but am of the opinion that the rain-fall has 
been less than for years. Thermometer ranged high for only 
a few days in the hot months. 
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An accident from coal oil, in May, resulted in serious in- 
jury to Hundley Vaughan. In anattempt to pour oil froma 
can into a pot of starch on a very hot stove, she spilled s 
small quantity on the stove which ignited her dress. She 
will suffer permanent disability from damage to right arm 
and hand, upon which the integument was almost completely 
destroyed, 

Our county is in medium sanitary condition. Water Val- 
ley, owing to continuous improvemonts on houses, bridges 
and streets, has not been under strict sanitary surveillance, 
but with the hope of a complete system of water works soon, 
we anticipate greater facilities for the employment of more 
useful and satisfactory sanitary measures. 7 

All public halls in the county are well ventilated, are pro- 
vided with means of egress in case of fire and furnished with 
stoves. 

' The public school buildings occepy suitable sites for good 
drainage and water; are well heated, lighted and ventilated, 
and none have been suspended on account of an epidemic. 

The county jail at Coffeeville has been examined and found 
very nicely kept. About one hundred prisoners have been 
confined therein, without a death, and no illness of any note. 

The poor house is in fair sanitary condition and has had 
during the year only eight or ten occupants, with no deaths. 


Slaughter houses, market houses and butcher stalls have 
been under constant watch, and each departure from the 
strictest sanitary rules have beem immediately corrected. 
The water supply for drinking and culinary use is obtained 
principally from wells and is generally pure and salutory. 

No vital or mortuary statistics have been kept, and I am 
totally unable to even approximate the number of births, but 
am of the opinion that “the birth rate has increased in adverse 
ratio to the mortality rate.” 

Most towns in the State have no sewerage system what-, 
ever, and are dependent upon drainage for cleanliness, there- 
fore the idea is prevalent that because a town has a stream 
taking a serpentine co"rse through it, it must prove the re- 
ceptacle for all waste and putrescent material, and that 
privies should ornament the banks from source to mouth, 
This is a very erroneous, besides a dangerous idea, and 
should be condemned by every health officer wherever found. 


This condition we have in Water Valley, and at night, 
during the hot mohths, the air becomes so foully pregnant 
with poisonous vapors, that the stench is almost stifling. But 
before another summer appears we hope to very materially 
improve this condition. Unless a perfect underground sewer- 
age system can be had and maintained, it is far safer to have 
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dry privy vaults and trust to free and frequent distribution 
of unslacked,lime and dry earth. 

The suggestion that has been so frequently offered, that 
every physician be required to keep vital and mortuary sta- 
tistics, I think a wise one, and-should receive sufficient atten 
tion to insure its adoption by every physici an. 


/ 


